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Seek the comfort and warmth 
of our insurance solutions 





ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INC. 


You'll sleep better at night knowing Meloche Monnex is taking care of your insurance needs — the solution endorsed by 
Concordia University Alumni. We've been around a long time, providing superior service and fast, efficient claims processing 
to people like you. Look into our range of insurance solutions — including an international service for the whole family via your 
free, personalized card. 


* Automobile insurance solution * Home insurance solution 
* Wide Horizons Solution for travel + Micro-enterprise Solution for business 


* Health and Dental Insurance Program 


Vist our website C2 Meloche Monnex 
www.melochemonnex.com ; ; 
1-800-268-8955 Where Insurance IS a SCIENCE 

| ..and service, an art 
Québec only 


1-800-361-3821 A Canada Trust Company 
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When Worlds Collide 
Q Fine Arts and computer science join forces to create 
“techno-artists,” students with technical and creative skills 
for the world of multi-media. 
by Patrick McDonagh 
bet 1 9 9 8 


septem 


, 24 Techno U 
vorume Concordia’s four faculties strive to keep up with technological 
number 3 advances and face the questions these advances pose. 


by Sylvain Comeau 


Out of This World 

| The Simone de Beauvoir Institute celebrates 20 years of 
pioneering work in women’s studies. 
by Liz Warwick 


To Be or Not to Be? 
That and other questions about Quebec's future are tackled by 


four Concordia politicos. 
by Milan Miletic 


) Of Missing Persons 





A team of alumni tracers searches for “lost” alumni. 


Image from Juanita’s World, by Howard Bokser 
a VRML program by 


Concordia student 
Louis-Paul Huard. qe Ua: ae || | oe 
3 The Editor’s Voice 


Students are what we're all about. 


Cover: 


Concordia University Magazine is published four times 
a year by an editorial board for alumni and friends of 
the University. Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the alumni 
associations nor of the University. 


Concordia News 
Concordia helps organize the World Congress of Sociology. 


| 


ISSN 0706-1005 6 Letters/Media 
Dépét légal: Bibliotheque nationale du Québec. The Common Sense Guide to Running Your Own Business and 
©1998. Printed in Canada. Cosmopolitics. 
Please address editorial correspondence 
to the Editor, Howard Bokser, Office of From the Archives 
Alumni Affairs, Concordia University, _— ; 
1455 de Maisonneuve Bivd. W., BC-101, Georgiantics Antics. 
Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8; telephone: 
(514) 848-3826; fax: (514) 848-2826; Advancement 
e-mail: howardb@coral.concordia.ca. 
Web site: http://alumni.concordia.ca/magazine Another banner year. 
For advertising information, contact A Tr N 
Leisha LeCouvie at (514) 848-3819. 19 ssociation ews 


EDITORIAL BOARD C*A*S*T; CUAA and chapter highlights; Coming Events. 


Ann Vroom, chair. Howard Bokser, editor. 


Members: Barbara Black, Terri Foxman, 33 Class Acts 


Christopher Hyde, David Lank, Julia Matusky, : : 
Sandra-Lynn Spina, Claude St. Amour, James Stewart. Class Acts; In Memoriam, Kudos. 


| | “apn A\() The Last Word 
Concordia Marketing Communications Sei 
Christopher Alleyne, Marcello Rodi Creative writing professor Terence Byrnes evokes the streets 
STUDENT INTERN and people of Springfield, Ohio. 


Nadine Ishak 
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For an annual $35 fee (including taxes), eligible alumni can receive the following benefits. Benefits will continue to be added 
throughout the year and an updated list can be obtained by contacting the Office of Alumni Affairs, 514-848-3818. 


~ UNIVERSITY BENEFITS 


Library 

Vanier Library (Loyola Campus) 

© 848-7770 

Webster Library (Sir George Williams 
Campus) * 848-7706 


Audio Visual 

Administration Building #105 (Loyola 
Campus) ® 848-3465 

Hall Building #341 (Sir George Williams 
Campus) * 848-3434 


Computer Store 
Educational pricing on Toshiba laptops 
© 848-7665 


Centre for Continuing Education 
(Sir George Williams Campus) * 848-3600 


Child Care Centre 
Garderie Concordia ® 848-8789 


Legal Information Services 





Central Building (Loyola Campus) * 848-4960 


Counselling and Development 
Loyola Campus ® 848-3555 

Sir George Williams Campus ® 848-3545 
Career and Placement ® 848-7345 


Sports Medicine Centre 
Loyola Campus ® 848-3317 


Stingers Varsity Sports Games 
Loyola Campus ® 848-3850 


~ FITNESS BENEFITS 


GymTech 
1050 Sherbrooke St. West © 514-284-1110 


Nautilus Plus 

Information ® 1-800-363-6763 
Nationwide Recreation Facilities 
Information ® 514-848-3819 


YMCA 
Information ® 514-849-8393 ext. 734 


YWCA 
Information ® 514-866-9941 


~ INSURANCE BENEFITS” 


Home and Auto Insurance 
Health and Dental Insurance 
Meloche Monnex ® 1-800-361-3821 

© 514-384-1112 


Life Insurance 
Manulife Financial © 1-800-668-0195 











TRAVEL AND LEISURE 





 TELECOMMUNICATIONS” > 


ACC Long Distance and Internet 
Information ® 1-888-274-7919 


Clearnet Digital Phones 
Information ® 514-848-3819 


\ FINANCIAL" 


Bank of Montreal MasterCard 
Information @ 1-514-877-8650 





nN GOLD 


cordia 













For more information on these 

or any other alumni services, please 
contact us at: 

Telephone * 514-848-3818 

Fax © 514-848-2826 

E-mail © llecouv@alcor.concordia.ca 


National Tilden Rent-a-Car 
Information ® 1-800-387-4747 


Le Westin Mont-Royal Hotel 
Information ® 1-800-228-3000 


Centaur Theatre 
453 St. Francois Xavier © 514-288-1229 


Magazine Subscriptions 
Information * 1-800-968-1747 


To apply for Alumni Gold please return this form with a cheque or money order (credit card orders not accepted) for $35 
(including taxes) to: Concordia University Office of Alumni Affairs, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Suite BC 101, 
Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8. The Alumni Gold identification card may be revoked by Concordia University at any time. 

* Alumni Gold not required. 


In person — have your card done while you wait: 
Concordia University Office of Alumni Affairs, 1463 Bishop Street, Room BC-101, Montreal, Qc 


CONCORDIA ALUMNI 
».. ID CARD APPLICATION 


TEL. (W) 
GRADUATING YEAR MAJOR 








PRE-I 974; ~ (L)sew C)Loy 
ID NUMBER 


Please remember to send $35 with this application 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: SRK ENTERED |_}_ DATE 





the University who 
don’t come into contact 
with students on a regu- 
lar basis get our chance 
to rub shoulders with 
the raison d’étre of our existence 
at convocation or at the CUAA’s 
Grad Finale bash for graduating 
students. I had a chance to see 
and speak to some students at 
both events, which was, as usual, 
quite rewarding. But recently, 
through a bit of fortune, I’ve 
been given the opportunity to 

~ work more closely with some 
Concordia students, and all I can 
think is Why didn’t I do this 
sooner? 

Back in May, David Smaller, the newly 
elected President of the Concordia Stu- 
dent Union (CSU), asked me to sit on a 
committee to select the editor of the 
CSU’s student handbook. David ex- 
plained that he was heading the commit- 
tee and was looking for a CSU rep, a 
student rep and an “adult” — a responsi- 
bility I sheepishly accepted. The four of us 
saw six candidates during a five-hour 
stretch, an intense, invigorating experi- 
ence. Some of these kids were impressive 
as hell. The committee agreed to split the 
position and chose two very capable edi- 
tors, Phil Ilijevski and Gina Wou. 

I do have the chance to work with some 
students throughout the year — this mag- 
azine regularly engages two interns, and | 
volunteer for the CUAA’s Mentor Pro- 
gram, giving career advice to students 
ready to enter the world beyond school. 
But during the CSU Handbook interview 
sessions and during the breaks, when | 
had the chance to chat with the three oth- 
ers on the committee, I realized that regu- 
lar exposure to students was something | 
definitely couldn't get enough of. There- 
fore soon afterward I volunteered to help 


ip ach June those of us at 
b 
, 

a 
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Students ‘R’ Us 





Phil and Gina with the CSU Handbook — 
give advice, proofread, that sort of thing. 
By mid-July they had completed their 
handbook, performing an outstanding 
job on the 200-page opus. I also told 
David Smaller, with whom I was building 
a rapport, that I'd like to maintain contact 
with the CSU and help out in other areas 
whenever possible. He seemed genuinely 
pleased at my offer and we'll certainly 
keep in touch during the year. 

I really get a kick out of helping the stu- 
dents because they are always sincerely 
thrilled about it: “You want to help us? 
Cool!” It’s also a superb avenue for me 
(or any of us) to revisit the way it felt to 
be a student. David, for instance, is the 
quintessential student activist (he’s visibly 
uncomfortable with the “politician” tag 
that goes along with being Prez), and 
hearing his passion for things environ- 
mental and social is a clear reminder of 
why students should be idealistic and be- 
come involved, and of why it’s a shame 
when they’re not. Many of us may not 
agree with the issues that students fight 
for (and we usually don’t), but we should 
all agree that providing an opportunity to 
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get involved is one of the great 
rewards of university. Seeing the 
students who take part in the 
process and who care about 
their school, their world and 
their future is heartening and 
counters the popular impression 
that all kids today are jaded and 
apathetic. 

A note about this issue: we 
welcome a new contributor, Mi- 
lan Milotec, an immigrant to 
Canada by way of Sarajevo. He 
comes from an area of the world 
not bereft of controversy, so he 
had no problem diving into the 
political nuances of our fair 
province. For our story “To Be 
Or Not To Be,” Milan asked 
four of Concordia’s political gurus their 
impressions of a variety of issues concern- 
ing Quebec, and the results are a variation 
on the old maxim: ask four political scien- 
tists their thoughts and you'll get five 
opinions. @ 


Howard Bokser, 
Editor, MBA 1985 
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Concordia University Magazine welcomes 
readers’ comments. Letters should include 
the writer's full name, address, school(s), 
degree(s) and year(s) of graduation for 
alumni. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. Correspondence should be 
sent to the Editor, Office of Alumni Affairs, 
Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Bivd. W., BC-101, Montreal, 
Que., H3G 1M8. Fax: (514) 848-2826, 
e-mail: howardb@coral.concordia.ca 

http: //alumni.concordia.ca/magazine 


september 1998 


a ee 


Alumni Memorabilia 
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Diploma Frames 


No need to procrastinate any longer, these frames are ready to use and “framing 
friendly.” Polished gold or wood with burgundy mats emblazoned with the 
Concordia crest, these frames are available in French or English. | 


Faue Duy 





Alumni Golf Shirts 


Available with your choice of crest: Loyola College, Sir George Williams 
University or Concordia University, in navy or white, these 100% cot- 


All merchandise 
ton, short-sleeved golf shirts are a must for your wardrobe. (Unisex sizes) available in person at: 


Office of Alumni Affairs 

1463 Bishop Street, Room 101 
University Bookstore 

1400 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 








By mail: 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West 
Suite BC 101 
Montreal, Qc H3G 1M8 
5 . By fax: 
Alumni Sweatshirts 514-848-2826 
Also available from your favourite alma mater (Loyola, Sir George or By phone: 
Concordia) are 100% cotton, long-sleeved sweatshirts in navy or grey. (please have credit card ready) 
The perfect complement to your golf shirt. (Unisex sizes) 1-888-777-3330 
Name: 
Telephone: EY 2 ‘Wejateeye dia 
Address: VNY UNIVERSITY 
City: 
Province: Postal Code: 
PAYMENT: 
Cheque (made payable to Concordia University) (J Visa J MasterCard () 
Card Number: Expiry: Signature: 
Qi Description Metal Wood 
_ English Frame $45.00 each | $55.00 each 
French Frame $45.00 each $55.00 each 
Insured Shipping and Handling (Canada) $ 8.50 
_ Golf Shirt (s) Crest Colour Size: OM OL OXL $39.95 
Sweatshirt (s) Crest Colour Size: QM QL OXL $49.95 
Insured Shipping and Handling (Canada) $ 6.00 
SubTotall = 
Canadian Residents add 7% GST 
Please allow 6 weeks for delivery Quebec Residents add 7.5% PST 


Total 





he environment. The 

effect of globalization 

on women. The de- 

livery of food and 

health services in de- 

veloping countries. 
These are some of the major 
concerns facing our world 
over the next few decades, and 
they were among the subjects 
discussed by the 4,500 sociol- 
ogists from 100 countries 
gathered at the 14th World 
Congress of Sociology, July 26 
to August 1, at Montreal’s 
Palais des congrés. 

Montreal’s four universities 
co-hosted the event. Concor- 
dia sociology professors Susan 
Hoecker-Drysdale and 
William Reimer and graduate 
student Jennifer Perzow orga- 
nized Concordia’s contribu- 
tion, which included 
providing musical entertain- 


ment and printing services. 
They also presented a film fes- 
tival spotlighting mostly 
Canadian short and feature- 
length movies of social rele- 
vance, including The Sweet 
Hereafter (1997) and The 
Company of Strangers (1990). 
The World Congress is held 
every four years, and this year 
it celebrated the 50th anniver- 
sary of the International Soci- 
ological Association. Several 
Concordia sociology profes- 
sors and alumni presented at 
the Congress. Although no 
single theme emerged, there 
was definitely a global slant. 
One topic of local interest was 
the social reaction to crises 
and disasters — such as Mon- 
treal’s recent ice storm. Amer- 
ican Robert Francoeur 
received much press when he 
argued that we're in the midst 
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Concordia sociology professors Susan Hoecker-Drysdale and 
William Reimer and graduate student Jennifer Perzow arranged a 
film festival for the World Congress of Sociology, at Concordia’s 


J.A. De Séve Cinema. 


of the most significant sexual 
revolution of the past 5,000 
years, with women taking 
much greater control. During 
the Congress, Perzow said, 
“There is a sense of excite- 
ment because this is the last 


Congress of the millennium, 
and therefore there’s a reflec- 
tion on the past and an enthu- 
siasm for embarking on the 
future.” @® 


— Howard Bokser 


Your Alumni Directory will soon be on the way! 


Our Concordia University Alumni Directory project is nearing completion, and soon shipment 
of the directories will begin.This comprehensive new volume is a compilation of the most 
current data available on over 60,400 Concordia University, Loyola College and Sir George 
Williams University alumni. This information has been obtained from questionnaire 
mailings, telephone research and/or from alumni records. The distribution of this 

impressive edition will soon start. 
All alumni who reserved copies of the directory during the verification phase of the pro- 
ject should be receiving them around mid-November 1998. If you have any questions about 
your order, or if you wish to place an order, please write our publisher directly: 


Customer Service Department 
Bernard C. Harris Publishing Co., Inc. 


24 Belvia Rd., Ste. 400 
Toronto, ON M8W 3R3 
(tel: 914-287-2264) 


Our new directory is an excellent way of reliving your school 
days and getting reacquainted with former Concordia, Loyola or 
Sir George classmates. To those who returned their question- 
naires — many thanks for your cooperation. And to those who 
ordered a copy of the directory — enjoy! 
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A difficult job 


I am a Concordia graduate 
presently doing my master’s 
in Theology at Concordia. For 
the past two years I have been 
connected with Stella, the 
Montreal community centre 
for sex-trade workers. 

The beginning of the article 
on Fran Shaver’s work (“Just 
Another Job,” March 1998) 
disturbed me. It said, “The 
truth about prostitution, ac- 
cording to Shaver: It’s a job.” 
When I read that and then see 
women on the street freezing, 
or hear women talk about the 
shame they feel about work- 
ing in the sex trade, I can’t 
help but feel that in her efforts 
to give the sex trade a positive 
image, Shaver goes overboard. 

I do not believe that sex- 
trade work is inherently 
shame-inducing, but because 
it remains illegal it takes an 
incredibly strong person — 
and I know some — to stand 
up and say with pride, “Iam a 
prostitute.” Most do not have 
that strength. That it is illegal 
also means that working con- 
ditions are hell. Most sex- 
trade workers do it for the 
money. And that, of itself, 
makes doing any job very 
hard, and this wasn’t ac- 
knowledged in the article. 

I can understand that Pro- 
fessor Shaver is eager to see 
sex-trade work recognized as 
just another job. I am too. But 
I do not believe that recogni- 
tion will come by ignoring the 
difficulties. I believe that, in- 
stead, it is by keeping in view 
the many different aspects of 
the question that we can hope 
to have permanent change 
come about in people’s atti- 
tudes and in laws. 


Grace Rostig, BA (women’s 
studies) 86 
Montreal 
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Underappreciated 
coach 


I enjoyed the article about our 
hockey team in the latest issue 
(“Welcome to the Show,” 
June 1998). There was some- 
thing I need to point out, es- 
pecially since I am an alumna. 
The article states that I played 
for Concordia from 1974 to 
1978 but that my degree year 
is 83. That implies that I at- 
tended or took 10 years to 
complete my degree. In fact, I 
attended Concordia and 
played hockey from 1978-83 
(completing my degree dur- 
ing the five years I was here). 

I have been a big part of the 
success of our team during 
my 12 years here and I am 
used to remaining fairly invis- 
ible when anyone talks about 
the program. It is not my in- 
tention to criticize or be picky 
but I would be happier to see 
that whatever little facts are 
presented about me be cor- 
rect. 

I hope that our program 
continues to be a source of 
pride for all members of the 
Concordia community! ® 


Julie Healy, BSc 83 
Concordia University, 
Department of Recreation 
e& Athletics Facilities 
Coordinator/Assistant 
Coach, Women’s Hockey 


Correction 


EERE EEE EERE EEE EERE EEE HEE 


Roger Yuen, BCom 78, 
MBA 84, was incorrectly 
credited BCom 83, MBA 
86, in “Far East Ambas- 
sadors,” June 1998. 
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There’s a common perception 
that entrepreneurs are born, 
not made. But according to 
John Aylen, MA 76, success in 
running one’s own business 
comes from the head, not the 
genes. In The Common Sense 
Guide to Running Your Own 
Business (HarperBusiness, 
$16), Aylen contends that with 
the right attitude and actions, 
and by capitalizing on 
strengths that exist within, 
anyone can make their busi- 
ness thrive. With chapter titles 
such as “First Things First — 
Think Really Hard,” “Sales — 
Ringing the Bell” and “Stop. 
Think. Act,” he presents a 
straightforward, often amus- 
ing prescription for learning 
to break down complex tasks 
into manageable parts. Aylen 
has been in business himself 
for 20 years and is owner and 
president of Kelly+Aylen, a 
Montreal public relations 
and marketing communica- 
tions company. He says, 
“This is the book I looked 
for 20 years ago when | 
started in business. | 

wanted a book that would 
give me the confidence to 
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Of Business and Space 


move forward and the tools I 
needed to deal with everyday 
situations. I decided to write 
that book myself.” 


The title of the latest book by 
Paris Arnopoulos, S BSc 56, S 
BA 58, may sound like some- 
thing out of science fiction, 
but Cosmopolitics: Public Pol- 
icy of Outer Space (Guernica, 
$18) is actually a serious, 
thorough investigation of the 
international legal, economic 
and military issues facing na- 
tions as they explore — and 
often exploit — extraterres- 
trial space resources. 
Arnopoulos, a Concordia po- 
litical science professor, looks 
at the two most critical as- 
pects of this topic: demilita- 
rization and peaceful uses of 
outer space, and the geosta- 
tionary orbit and electromag- 
netic spectrum of satellite 
communications. Although 
initially intended for decision 
makers, Cosmopolitics is 
aimed at the concerned, 
educated reader. © 








BY Nancy MARRELLI, BA 84, DirRECTOR, CONCORDIA ARCHIVES 


eorgiantics was an annual musical revue of all original material — skits, songs, 

and dances — which was organized, written, staged, and performed by Sir George 
Williams students from 1939 to 1942. The name was revived again in 1947 and in 
1957 as a musical variety show. Over the years more than 500 students participated 
. in Georgiantics. 


—> 


Fred Kerner satirizing 
Lord Haw-Haw, an 
actual British Nazi 

sympathizer who LA. 
broadcast propaganda > 7 
to Allied troops. 














(left to right) Virginia Dwane, Betty Lacoe, Dorothy Mulligan, 
Monique Nantel, Vici Tuyl and Zelda Miller 


Many thanks to all of you who fondly remember the tricycle 
race shown in the last issue and who responded to our request 
for further information. The event was part of 1974 Loyola 
Winter Carnival fun. Anyone with information about the 
three unidentified women in the photo to the right, please 
contact us. 


Concordia University Archives 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd West 
Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8 

tel: (514)848-7776; 

fax: (514)848-2857 

e-mail: nmareli@alcor.concordia.ca 


Photographer Jack Rosen snapped these dancers on the floor, 
clockwise from lower right: Helen Pearson, Vici Tuyl, Dorothy 


websites: http://archives3.concordia.ca/ Mulligan, (unidentified), Zelda Miller, (unidentified), (unidentified), 
http://archives3.concordia.ca/Jazz.html Monique Nantel and Dorothy Marshall 
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Alumni Travel 
and Learning 
Get-Aways 


Call Gabrielle Korn at (514) 848-3817 
for details and reservations. 


Same-Day Excursion: The Courtauld 
Collection, Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto 
Wednesday, September 16 

An exclusive North American engagement at the AGO, the Courtauld 
Collection comprises 80 works by 28 of the most celebrated 19th- 
century artists, such as Manet, Degas, Monet, Renoir, and van Gogh. 
You will be invited to a pre-trip lecture. 

Price: $199 per person, includes: 

* same-day 
return airfare 
Montreal- 
Toronto ¢ 
transportation 
to and from the 
airport in 
Toronto 
admission to the » 
museum ¢ a guided tour escort. 
Reservation deadline: September 8. 


Electrifying New York 
Saturday, October 10, 
to Monday, October 12 


Even the most jaded travellers are excited by a getaway to vibrant 
New York, a metropolis undergoing a glorious renaissance. One of 
the world’s greatest cities, New York is famous for its towering sky- 
scrapers, unsurpassed museums and galleries, exhilarating theatre 
and fabulous restaurants. 

Accommodation: The Hotel Edison was built in 1931 in the same 
grand Art Deco style as Radio City Music Hall and is situated in one 
of the most dynamic sections of Manhatten. 

Price: $399 per person, based on double occupancy at the Hotel 
Edison, includes: 

¢ return luxury bus Montreal-New York City * two nights’ accommo- 
dation ¢ entrance to the Museum of Modern Art ¢ entrance to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art ¢ guided sightseeing tour of New York 
City * tour escort. 

Reservation deadline: September 28. 











Boston Getaway Weekend 
Friday, November 13, 
to Sunday, November 15 


As a city rich in history and 
culture, Boston is one of the 
most popular and desirable 
sm Visitor destinations in the 
world. Through its role as an 
international centre for edu- 
cation, high technology, 
finance, architecture and 
medicine, Boston maintains 
its reputation as a world- 
class city. 
Accommodation: The 
Midtown Hotel is Boston's 
most convenient hotel, 
located in the charming Back Bay area. 

Price: $469 per person, based on double occupancy at the Midtown 
Hotel, includes: 

¢ return luxury bus Montreal-Boston ¢ two nights’ accommodation 
Museum of Fine Arts Architectural Bus Tour, plus entrance to the Museum 
of Fine Arts * entrance to the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum ¢ tour 
escort. 

Reservation deadline: October 23. 


Banff/Lake Louise Alumni Ski Holiday 
Wednesday, February 3, 

to Wednesday, February 10, 1999 

Banfi/Lake Louise is one of the most spectacular and beautiful settings in 
the world. Join fellow alumni ski enthusiasts in 

Canada’s oldest and most famous 
National Park for an unforgettable 
(and economical!) ski holiday. 
Accommodation: The 
Traveller's Inn in Banff is a skier- 
friendly inn offering an ideal 
location, just steps from down- 
town Banff shopping, dining and 
night life. Cozy and friendly, the 
inn features a large outdoor hot 
tub, sauna and a restaurant. 
Price: $990 per person, based 
on double occupancy ($1,260 
single occupancy), includes: 

¢ round-trip air transportation 
Montreal-Calgary via Air Canada 
¢ round-trip motorcoach trans- 
fers airport to resort ¢ 7-nights’ 
accommodation at the Travellers’ 
Inn, Banff ¢ 5-day tri-area ski lift 
pass valid at Mt. Norquay, 
Sunshine Village & Lake Louise ¢ 
5-day door-to-door ski shuttle 
service, and more! 

Deposit: Due no later than 
Monday, October 19: $300 per 
person (plus optional insurance). 
Final payment: Monday, 
December 7. 
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Above is an image 
from Juanita’s Worid 
by Louis-Paul Huard, 
a VRML 3-D animated 
program with audio 
capability designed to 
teach schooichildren 
about Darwin's Origin 


of the Species. 
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A new digital image/sound and computer science double 
major brings creativity and technology together — 


as well as Fine Arts and computer science students 


There is no science without fancy, 
and no art without facts. 
— Vladimir Nabokov 


ultural mixes can create weird and wonderful 

hybrids: think of AfroCelt music or North 

American pizza. Last fall Concordia's faculties 

of Engineering and Computer Science and Fine 
Arts began experimenting with their own hybrid. The recipe: 
take one Fine Arts student in the digital image/sound pro- 
gram; take one computer science student studying computer 
applications; mix until fully blended. The yield: one student 
at home in two worlds. 

This “techno-artist” is the result of a new double major 
between the faculties of Fine Arts and Engineering and Com- 
puter Science, combining Fine Arts’ new digital image/sound 
program with computer science: option computer applica- 
tions. The double major began last September and is the 
first undergraduate program of its type in Canada. Students 

receive education in both computer science and fine arts — 
fields previously considered antithetical — and when 
graduation time rolls around, they decide whether they 
want a BSc or a BFA. 
The double major program required several years of 
collaborative planning. “The impetus came from both 
sides,” recalls Clement Lam, former chair of computer 
science in the Faculty of Engineering and Com- 
puter Science. The double major’s focus is 
multimedia, which, says Lam, “was our com- 
mon ground.” The explosion in CD-ROMs, 
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web design and especially computer animation has had a 
particularly strong impact in Montreal — home to such 
industry titans as SoftImage and Discreet Logic — and has 
created a demand for specialists who have both the creativity 
and the know-how. 

According to Greg Garvey, chair of Fine Arts’ Department 
of Design Art and coordinator of the digital image/sound pro- 
gram (now on sabbatical), “If it can be said that an institution 
was Clever, then Concordia, computer science and Fine Arts 
have acted in a shrewd fashion. They took a core of programs 
that already existed, aligned them in a new configuration and 
added bridge courses.” Providing the bridge are two courses 
in digital image/sound, one 300-level and one 400-level; other- 
wise, to fulfil their requirements students choose from Fine 
Arts courses and take 45 credits on the computer science side. 

The multimedia demands of today require diverse training, 
according to Garvey. “You need the skills of an animator and 
filmmaker, such as editing and creating a narrative — a good 
web-page designer will tell a story using still and motion im- 
ages, text, sound and interactivity,” he says. “We'll be produc- 
ing an adaptable and highly skilled graduate familiar with 
web-page design, writing and copy editing, graphic design and 
typography, sound design and music composition, software 
programming, human factors such as cognitive psychology 
and a whole range of other activities.” 

Those with the skills and background to become techno- 
artists, even in an embryonic form, are not easy to find, so the 
program has rigorous entry standards. Applicants first apply 
2 | 
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"“Artsies” and “techies” normally 
not found 1n the same building 
can now be seen bumping 
elbows over the mouse pad. 


to computer science. Says Lam, “On grades alone, if you can 
get into computer science, you can get into any program in 

the University.” But there’s a hook: the double major also re- 
quires applicants to submit a portfolio to Fine Arts. The poten- 
tial students are ranked and then chosen by both departments. 
Last September the digital image/sound program admitted 20 
students out of over 45 applicants, of which five were double 
majors and 15 were minors (students who take the Fine Arts 
component but not the computer science courses). This year 
over 80 applications were received, but the breakdown between 
majors and minors is similar to the first year. “This number 

is good,” says Lynn Hughes, past Associate Dean, Academic 
Programs, “because we need to start slowly.” 

The double major students are only part of the phenomenon 
bringing Fine Arts and computer science students together. 
“Artsies” and “techies” normally not found in the same build- 
ing can now be seen bumping elbows over the mouse pad in 
the Fine Arts building computer labs. Fine Arts students mi- 
noring in digital image/sound mingle with computer science 
students taking graphics courses offered through their faculty. 
“Fine Arts has a relationship with the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science that it has never had before,” says 
Hughes. “This relationship doesn’t exist solely on an adminis- 
trative level.” 

The place where the students most often mingle is the year- 
old Silicon Graphics (SGI) laboratory in the basement of the 
Visual Arts Building. Financed by the University and the two 
faculties, the lab features 13 SGI] O2 computer workstations, 
each retailing for about $15,000, and six Indy computers, all 
networked off a server. There are also other expensive hard- 
ware and software toys. Lab coordinator Sass Khazzam, 
himself a 3-D computer artist and part-time professor, has 
enthusiastically taken to his second role as lab tour guide — 
something he does a lot these days. As Khazzam opens a file 
and clicks on the start button, waterlilies circle into view, 
petals opening, details coming into focus. Then he strips the 
screen of its colour, revealing the wire-mesh images that form 
the basic construction blocks of his art. “There’s months of 
work there,” he says. 

The computers and software, exotic though they may be, 
are secondary. The real revolution comes from the students. 
Karen Sollazzo, one of the new hybrids, is typical of the student 
that the program is structured for. “I’ve always had the prob- 
lem that I’ve been interested in too many things,” she says. Her 
background includes computer programming as well as design 
and photography, making Sollazzo a perfect fit for the double 
major. “I'm having fun, mixing disciplines not normally mixed 
together.” She admits that the first year was tough, especially 
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on the computer science side. But she notes that working with 
the wide range of people in the digital image/sound course — 
many in the minor program — is an educational experience in 
itself. “I’m learning just by listening and watching.” 

Lucy Boyd-Wilson would have been another ideal candidate 
for the double major — had she not already had computer 
science degrees. Fifteen years ago she chose math and com- 
puter science over fine arts, eventually earning an MSc at 
McGill before landing at SoftImage. She began her BFA years 
ago at Concordia, but full-time employment and a lack of 
courses in computer graphics work caused her to drift away. 
Now she’s back, taking the digital image/sound courses. 

“I’ve spent years designing the 3-D graphics tools I wanted 
to use,” she says. “If you can code or program or write plug- 
ins, the computer becomes a more versatile art tool, as well 
as one for gaining employment.” 

Louis-Paul Huard is a BFA student minoring in the digital 
image/sound program. His multimedia authoring project, 
Juanita’s World, is a teaching tool using VRML (virtual reality 
modelling language) technology, which creates interactive 3-D 
computer graphic virtual worlds with sound, animation and 
behaviours that are accessible over the Internet. Juanita’s 
World is designed to allow schoolchildren to meet a computer- 
animated girl, Juanita, who teaches them about Darwin’s 
Origin of the Species. It’s representative of the type of multi- 
media work that digital image/sound students can produce. 

The notion of techno-artists has obvious appeal to players 
in the local multimedia community. “Industry people say 
we're five years overdue,” admits Hughes. But Concordia is 
still the first school to undertake the concept. “We've made 
government at all levels aware of us,” she says. “They're quite 
surprised that we’re underway already; other institutions are 
still talking, but we’re doing.” Companies such as Discreet 
Logic, Taarna Studios and its affiliate, TFX Animation, ex- 
pressed immediate interest in the program. Recalls Hughes, 





Student Louis-Paul Huard at the Fine Arts facilities. Says SGI lab 
coordinator Sass Khazzam, “All this place needs to be like the labs 
at Softimage and Discreet Logic is a good cappuccino machine.” 
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Digital image/sound student Yves Gigon displaying his VRML 


Musical Chair program for professor Greg Garvey and Rector 
Frederick Lowy at a student presentation in April. 


“Taarna said, “We need to hire your students, we want them 
desperately.” Taarna advised the faculties while the SGI lab 
was being built and provided the students access to its charac- 
ter animation program, which enables artists to duplicate 
motions by actors for computer-animated figures. “The result 
is better than what you see in the film Toy Story,” says Hughes. 
“It’s the way of the future in computer animation.” 

Garvey has been cultivating links with other institutions to 
help provide his students with the necessary range of experi- 
ence. The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts has provided Con- 
cordia students with access to its visual and textual resources 
which the students are using in web and multimedia projects 
that will eventually be linked to the museum’s web page. 

Sasha Korper of Encompass Information Technology as well 

as Toronto’s prestigious Olga Korper Gallery has employed 
students from the digital image/sound program to work as in- 
terns on a Heritage Project, “Following a Dream/A la Poursuite 
d’un Réve,” sponsored by the CRB Foundation (best known 
for the Heritage Minutes that celebrate Canadian history in 
spots for television and preceding movies). Korper reports that 
all involved are extremely pleased with the results thus far. 

Lynn Hughes says the technology — and the concept — 
which allowed Fine Arts to link with computer science can 
potentially be used to couple the digital image/sound program 
with other programs within Fine Arts, such as design art, 
music and cinema, or with departments in other faculties, 
such as communication studies in Arts and Science. As for 
the current Fine Arts/computer science double major, Hughes 
anticipates that “we'll be graduating people who can talk both 
talks and walk both walks. I’ve told Clem Lam that he won’t 
recognize his students; they'll all look like budding artists,” she 
jokes. “But he could say the same to me.” And that is how cul- 
tures are crossed, hybrids are made and new worlds created. @ 


For a taste of the multimedia work by Concordia digital 

image/sound students, visit the Heritage Project pilot web site: 
http://www.KIDS2kids.net/reve | | 
Patrick McDonagh is a Montreal freelance writer. 
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hen today’s educators discuss their plans and their 
future, they speak with a renewed sense of urgency. 
“Business schools are under increasing competitive pres- 
sures,” says Mohsen Anvari, Dean of Concordia’s Faculty of 
Commerce and Business Administration. “There are already 
universities offering MBAs over the Internet and through 
video-conferencing. There is no question that there is going 
to be a shakeout, and many business schools won't survive. 
Therefore, using technology wisely is becoming an imperative.” 
As Anvari implies, there’s little doubt that Concordia must 
use the new technologies wisely — and that it needs to have the 
technology. “This is becoming a race between educational in- 
stitutions,” says Dennis Dicks, director of Concordia’s Centre 
for Instructional Technology (CIT), which is responsible for 
developing and implementing tailor-made technology for the 
Faculty of Commerce. “In the past,” says Dicks, “we weren’t 
really in a competitive situation because it was a huge market, 
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divided up between little monopolies in different geographical 
areas.” Thanks to the ever-growing level of computer intercon- 
nectedness, Dicks says, “that barrier is disappearing.” 

Concordia must keep up with the technological advances of 
the marketplace, concurs Nabil Esmail, Dean of Concordia’s 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science, “because uni- 
versities are not exempt from what is happening in the rest 
of society, which is undergoing a computer and information 
revolution. Education must either follow, or lead the way.” 

The University certainly wants to keep pace, but it has a 
way to go. The long list of Concordia’s current needs — over 
and above the regular lengthy demands of running a modern 
university — include improved facilities, such as wired class- 
rooms equipped for laptops and multimedia displays; funding 
for additional staff members adept at creating web sites; and 
new computer and network equipment. Engineering and 
Computer Science is designing a smart building which Dean 
Esmail hopes will be completed in three to five years — pro- 
viding the funding is found. Arts and Science has proposed 
creating a joint institute involving communication studies, 
journalism and education for the study of the effects of tech- 
nology on culture, requiring state-of-the-art resources. Fine 
Arts is looking into setting up a multimedia lab with 
Engineering and communication studies. And to ensure that 
professors know how to work effectively in this new world, 
there could be a greatly expanded role for Concordia’s Centre 
for Teaching and Learning Services and the Centre for the 
Study of Learning and Performance, which will require facili- 
ties for both to develop new materials and approaches as well 
as train the faculty in their use. 

All of these plans have foresight; all cost millions of dollars to 
incorporate and maintain. The cost of The Great University 
Technology Upgrade is escalating at a time of continuing bud- 
get crises. More and more, the faculties are looking to alumni 
and to the private sector to lend a hand. One continuing source 
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has been Concordia’s ongoing capital campaign, the Campaign 
for the New Millennium, already well on its way to its $55 
million-plus goal — much of it earmarked for technological 
improvements. In a deal unrelated to the Campaign, over 

the summer IBM struck an agreement with Commerce and 
Administration to provide computers, equipment and training 
for the Aviation MBA program. 

Technological change is necessary for Concordia — and is 
happening — but what are its implications? How does all the lat- 
est high-tech equipment contribute to the University’s mission? 

The changes, agree the higher-ups in the four faculties, will 
only enhance Concordia’s teaching and research mission. 
Computer-based communications technology, for instance, 
will improve upon the institution’s long history of providing 
accessible education by allowing students — regardless of 
work schedules or language or other barriers — to interact 
among themselves and their professors, and to tap into class 
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lectures, resources and other material, at their convenience. 
The technology will also help bring about a positive transfor- 
mation in educational theory and practice. For example, in 
Commerce and Administration’s Strategic Academic Plan, 
1998-2000, which was unanimously adopted by its faculty 
council last November, item number one calls for a “move 
from teaching to learning.” Dean Anvari says, “Increasingly, 
education will be based on intense collaboration, and more 
active participation by the students. The role of the professor 
will move towards becoming more of a learning coach [one 
who shows students where to find information] or facilitator.” 
He continues: “The professor’s role in this model is to direct 
people learning together to sources of information and to 
encourage students to conduct their own experiments and 
analyses.” And the new technologies, he points out, are the 
key to this shift. “Today it is much easier, for example, to put 
classical stock market theory to the test, using sources of read- 
ily available up-to-date information from the Toronto Stock 
Exchange. The students can then share their results with the 
rest of the class using groupware, which connects classrooms 
to the Internet and to each other’s computer, and the profes- 
sor oversees this process of interaction.” 

To support this ideal, the CIT is constructing a high-tech 
infrastructure for Commerce. They plan to implement a 
“Think Pad” university to be introduced in the Aviation and 
Executive MBA programs in the fall. Dicks reports, “We are 
making an effort to provide laptops to all the students in those 
programs, and to set up classrooms so that they can access 
material through the laptops.” In addition, professors will use 
“smart blackboards” which save everything written on them 
onto a hard disk; students can then download the information 
to their laptops. 

New demands are already on the rise, according to Dicks. “We 
are expected to provide access to class materials for faculty and 
students 24 hours a day, seven days a week.” Several courses now 
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offer complementary on-line course material and chat rooms, 
and most professors can be readily reached via e-mail. 

Martin Singer, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Science, is 
proud of his faculty’s technological progress. “We set up a 
pioneering Academic Technology unit three years ago,” he 
says, “which offers a number of courses to introduce students 
to the application of computers. Literally thousands of stu- 
dents, many from other faculties, take these courses each year.” 
The faculty also has material for several courses on-line, in- 
cluding Introduction to Political Science and Introduction to 
History, with classes videotaped and made available to regis- 
tered students. “This won’t replace in-class instruction,” says 
Singer. “These complement the instruction and broaden the 
possibilities for the delivery of our courses — it’s a whole new 
world. We can also use this to more successfully market the 
University, to help recruitment, to make us more competitive.” 

Dennis Murphy, Arts and Science Vice Dean, External 
Relations, believes another major role of technology has been 
in changing the nature of research. Academia has not forsaken 
the more traditional sources of research — mainly libraries 
filled with indexes, texts and periodicals — but he says, “Five 
years ago, when students did papers in the courses I taught, 
the bibliography consisted of a long list of books and research 
journals. Now, an equal amount of listed sources are Internet 
contacts, web sites, etc.” 

The Faculty of Fine Arts has embraced high tech as a true 
artist’s tool. The faculty now boasts both Macintosh and 
Silicon Graphics computer laboratories for students and pro- 
fessors working on multimedia artwork, digital paintings and 
virtual reality projects (see “When Worlds Collide,” page 9). 
Lydia Sharmon, acting chair of the Department of Design 
Arts, says, “People in areas like photography, cinema, print- 
making and animation are very interested in computers 
because they are integral to the process of image making.” 

Christopher Jackson, Dean of Fine Arts, says, “We have the 
constant challenge that the art should inform the technology 
and not the other way around.” “The technology is nowhere 
without the art,” agrees Greg Garvey, chair of the Department 
of Design Arts (currently on sabbatical). Garvey also echoes 
the dean of Commerce by pointing out that the technology 
advances in the classroom require a collaboration between 
student and teacher. “More and more students are entering 
first year with sophisticated knowledge of computers; some 
have been using them longer than faculty members. As this 





change occurs, students are no longer empty vessels into 
which knowledge is poured — the tabula rasa {blank slate] 
approach. Rather, they are sophisticated collaborators learn- 
ing the technology alongside the instructor, in a kind of 
ongoing workshop.” 

While new and rapid technology transforms the university 
from within, technology is also inspiring universities to ex- 
tend their wisdom and knowledge outward. Perhaps nothing 
better symbolizes this than the expansion of distance educa- 
tion. Distance ed is actually an old concept — think “corre- 
spondence courses” — revitalized by the Internet. Students 
can now instantly tap into lectures or take whole courses 
from the other side of the globe, or from their bedrooms on 
the other side of town. 


“{On-line courses] won't replace in-class instruction,” says Singer. 
“These complement the instruction and broaden the possibilities 
4 for the delivery of our courses — it’s a whole new world.” 
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“We are expected to provide access to class materials for 
faculty and students 24 hours a day, seven days a week,” Dicks says. 


Arts and Science currently offers three courses over the 
web and plans to add up to 10 more to its repertoire. Andrew 
McAusland, who as Director of Academic Technology for Arts 
and Science is responsible for developing its on-line courses, 
says that distance ed offers economies of scale in today’s belt- 
tightening environment. “We can take huge enrolments in 
single courses, sometimes 200 students, and the cost benefit 
is obvious,” he says. “That then also allows the faculty to offer 
smaller classes, which might not otherwise be financially 
viable but which are intellectually viable.” 

As part of its own strategic plan, Commerce plans to launch 
distance ed courses in pharmaceuticals, investment counselling 
and the Aviation MBA program. Fine Arts’ Lydia Sharmon is 
currently developing a three-credit web-based distance educa- 
tion course on the history of Canadian industrial product de- 
signers. This school year Engineering and Computer Science 
will offer its first distance ed course, in transportation engi- 
neering, to be given to students in Mexico City. “Distance ed 
has been more successful, and better suited, to the humanities 
and the arts,” says Esmail, “because you can’t teach a course 
at a distance if it has a lab component. But we are launching 
this experiment to see how far we can go in this direction.” 

The technology behind distance education may also trans- 
form research for professors and graduate students. Those 
technologies are smoothing the way toward what Murphy 
calls the global university. “The university of the future will 


Arts and Science's Andrew McAusland (right), Director 
of Academic Technology, and Dennis Murphy (opposite), 
Vice Dean, External Relations, in the Academic 


Technology premises. Murphy insists, “We're not 


turning professors into technocrats; we're formalizing 


the notion that there are new and legitimate areas of 


study and exploration that didn't exist before.” 


be global through international research projects in which 
Concordia will work with people in places like Zimbabwe and 
South Africa,” he says. “Instant communication technologies 
are what support that trend.” 

The question of whether one day all classes will be offered 
on-line, whether all schools will become “universities without 
walls,” is one that remains unanswered for now. Schools 
dedicated exclusively to distance education do exist, more so 
abroad than in North America, but for the foreseeable future 
bricks and mortar will have a role as the home for face-to-face 
interaction between students and instructors, class presenta- 





tions, joint projects, laboratory research — and, importantly, 
the social and extracurricular aspects of university. 

Technology has arrived at the university, like it or not. 
Concordia must face the challenge of making the best of the 
technology it has and of finding the resources to upgrade 
where necessary. Our high-tech pioneers promise that ma- 
chines will never supersede the noble cause of education. 
“Technology is not an end in itself,” says Anvari. “The end 
result of using it, in our business, is to enhance learning. 
Otherwise, why bother?” He concludes, “Everything ties to 
our mission: to educate and graduate employable students, 
students who can meet the challenges of the job market today 
and tomorrow. That’s the litmus test.” ® 


Sylvain Comeau ts a Montreal freelance writer. 





Real pride for a real University! 


These proud Concordians will be delivering the “Real Education for the Real 
World” message on bus and subway cards in Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, 
Montréal, Sherbrooke and Québec City, starting this October, through to next 
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omen’s studies is all over the planet.” 

So observes Chantal Maillé, Princi- 
pal of Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute — the University’s college 
devoted to women’s studies. Referring 
to the evolution of the study of 
women, once limited to footnotes on 
course syllabuses, Maillé says today 
“you can find these programs in 
Asia, in Africa, all over.” She explains, 
“Women’s studies is about bringing 
a feminist perspective — or perspec- 
tives, because there are multiple 
feminisms — to issues and ideas.” 
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Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute celebrates its twentieth 
anniversary and rejoices at the 
advancements of women's studies 
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If women’s studies is taking its place 
in the halls of academia, some thanks 
must go to the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute. It was among the first colleges 
of its kind when it was founded 20 
years ago. Eight years earlier, in 1970, 
Sir George Williams had created the first 
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women’s studies program in Quebec. 
Then, in 1977, a group of Concordia 
women came up with the idea of having 
a college devoted to scholarship on 
women and focusing on women’s 
interests and needs. Mair Verthuy, 

who became the Institute’s first princi- 
pal, recalls those heady days. “Faculty, 
students and support staff met and met 
and met. It was a very exciting period 
but it was also very demanding. There 
were a lot of disagreements about all 
kinds of things, including the Institute's 
name.” They settled on naming it after 





Simone de Beauvoir, the noted French 
feminist and author of, among other 
books, The Second Sex. De Beauvoir 
permitted the Institute to use her name, 
and she remained deeply interested in 
the college until her death in 1986. 

In the beginning, Verthuy recounts, 
the Institute focused on co-curricular 
activities (including seminars and dis- 
cussion groups) and “creating an envi- 
ronment where women felt comfortable 
studying.” In 1981 it took over respon- 
sibility for the women’s studies pro- 
gram. From its inception, the Institute 
received tremendous support from 
both the anglophone and francophone 
communities, and the Institute was — 
and still is — decidedly bilingual. 

Through its programs and activities, 
the Institute helped open people’s eyes 
to the richness and complexity of wom- 
en’s experiences. In 1980, it held the 
first Canadian conference on women’s 
studies and in 1982 held a 10-day con- 
ference, focusing on research, teaching 
and action, that drew women from 82 
different countries. “That conference 
literally made the Institute known 
around the world,” says Verthuy. 

And, in 1983, the college was the first 
place in Canada to offer a course on 
Canadian black women’s experiences. 

Today, the heart of the Institute lies 
in the women’s studies program and 
the roughly 120 women and men 
(usually only two or three) who choose 
to study there. In total more than 500 
students take women’s studies courses 
annually — last year 21 courses were 
offered, covering such topics as health, 
sexuality, violence against women, fem- 
inist thought, politics and the women’s 
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Opposite page: Simone de Beauvoir 
Principal Chantal Maillé in her office. 

“Our mission is to serve students in a very 
special way,” she says. One such way 
could be by offering an MA in women’s 
studies, something the Institute is working 
hard to implement. 


=> 
Right: Student Stephanie Burchell and 
recent grad Tanisha Ramachandran at the 
Institute. Ramachandran says, “Women's 
studies is a place where difference is 
valued and not frowned upon.” 


movement, and spirituality and the 
environment. The Institute has two 
full-time faculty, so it relies on part- 
time faculty (fellows) to teach several 
courses. It also draws on graduate 
students and independent scholars to 


“Instead of ‘thinking 
out of the box, Dumas 
Says, “you learn to 
think out of the planet. 
There isn't one way to 
think about something, 


there are thousands.” 
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bring an interdisciplinary aspect to the 
program. Subjects such as women and 
addiction and First Nations women 
are either included in already existing 
courses or taught as special courses. 
The Institute publishes the Simone 
de Beauvoir Institute Review/Revue de 
l'Institut Simone de Beauvoir, an annual 
journal of scholarly and creative work, 
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and houses a Documentation Centre. 
The Institute sponsors or co-sponsors 
lectures and seminar series. From Gloria 
Steinem, Abby Lippman and Marilyn 
Waring to discussions on women’s 
smoking and female bodybuilding, the 
series’ range of topics and speakers has 
been as diverse as women themselves. 
Maillé, whose own area of study 
includes women’s views on Quebec’s 
constitutional issues, has been the col- 
lege’s principal since 1995. She has 
found that students enroll in a women’s 
studies program for many reasons. Some 
take one of the introductory women’s 
studies courses offered by the Institute 
— and become hooked. The Institute 
also attracts mature students. “They find 
a place where they can study an issue 
that is important to them — perhaps 
workplace equality,” she says. But what 
all the students share, Maillé notes, “is 
a desire to explore the multiple dimen- 
sions of feminism and women’s issues.” 
For Stephanie Burchell, 24, now com- 
pleting her fourth year at Concordia, 
women’s studies has challenged all of 
her assumptions about society, gender, 
race, sexuality and more. “You become 
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Alumna Manon Dumas, director of 
Employment and Training Services for the 
YWCA of Montreal, in a classroom at 
Montreal’s Women’s “Y.” She also works 
part-time with the Arianne Montreal 
Relocation Agency, a firm which helps 
professionals and their families who have 
been transferred to Montreal. -> 


acutely aware of who is speaking, the 
context, your own biases,” she says. 
“You also learn not to speak for others.” 
Adds 24-year-old Tanisha Ramachandran, 
BCom (marketing) 96, BA (women’s 
studies) 98, “Women’s studies is about 
society and how we interact. It levels 
everything so you start looking straight 
at people instead of judging them.” She 
adds, “There’s not a traditional hierar- 
chical teacher-student relationship. 

The teaching is very interactive.” 

Maillé is all too aware of recent 
criticisms of women’s studies programs 
as being hotbeds of political correctness 
where deviance from the feminist ortho- 
doxy will not be tolerated. “Yes, it’s 
difficult because the issues we’re dealing 
with are political, emotional and contro- 
versial,” she says. “So tolerance becomes 
a key issue and a key word. What’s 
important is to keep the debate as open 
as possible so people see that there isn’t 
just one way to think about things.” 

As well, to keep the program from 
becoming too abstract, Maillé sees 
women’s studies incorporating field- 
work and internships, at such places 
as women’s shelters and community 
organizations, to help students develop 
skills that will help them find jobs. 

Manon Dumas, BA (women’s studies) 
93, knows that many people wonder 
what kind of work a women’s studies 
grad can find. The director of Employ- 
ment and Training Services for the 
YWCA of Montreal says with a laugh 
that students certainly can’t expect to 
find a job offer with the phrase “degree 
in women’s studies required.” But that 
shouldn’t deter anyone, Dumas feels. 
She herself is an excellent example of 
someone who has fashioned a career 
to suit her interests and needs. After 
working in the investment industry, 
she decided to pursue a career with a 
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women’s organization. She credits Con- 
cordia’s women’s studies program for 
her start. “These days, the buzzword in 
management is ‘thinking out of the box.’ 
Well, with women’s studies, you learn 

to think out of the planet. There isn’t 
one way to think about something, there 
are thousands.” 


Meadowcroft praises 
the students. “Some of 
them are so advanced 

in their thinking, it 


takes my breath away.” 
SEE ae 


Montreal writer Barbara Meadow- 
croft, a research associate at the Institute, 
says of the seminars, “They give us a fo- 
rum to try out and refine our research.” 
Meadowcroft, who holds a PhD in Eng- 
lish Literature from McGill and who’s 
been a member of the college since 1988, 
says her involvement has enriched both 
her work and her understanding of 
women’s issues. “I’m in my sixties, and 
for people who went to university when 
I did, women’s studies courses simply 
weren t available.” She also has nothing 
but praise for the students she’s met 
at the Institute. “Some of them are so 
advanced in their thinking, it takes my 
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breath away,” Meadowcroft says. 

Looking back over the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute’s 20-year history, 
Maillé is justifiably proud of what has 
been accomplished. Hundreds of stu- 
dents have studied, learned and been 
challenged by the women’s studies pro- 
gram. Professors and fellows have had 
the chance to share ideas, theories and 
work in a supportive, collegial atmos- 
phere. And through the Institute and 
its program, women and women’s 
groups around the world have been 
able to forge new bonds. But most im- 
portantly, says Maillé, the Institute has 
been a place where women’s studies 
could mature into a field of rigorous 
study that is challenging not only inside 
the classroom but in the greater society. 
“What we have and what we are striving 
for is excellence,” Maillé says, “in the 
courses we're offering, in our teaching 
and in our students.” ® 


You are invited to a panel discussion, 

“20 Years of Women’s Studies at the 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute,” by former 
and present women’s studies students, 
September 25, 11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m., 
2170 Bishop, Rm. 101. Contact Susan 
Sullivan, (514) 848-2373; e-mail: 
ssull@vax2.concordia.ca 


Liz Warwick, GrDip (journalism) 94, 
is a Montreal freelance writer. 
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Four Concordia political thinkers do their best to answer the “Quebec” question 


irror, mirror on the wall, what does the future 
hold for Quebec and Canada? Maybe an en- 
chanted mirror could answer that question with 
certainty, but the rest of us will have to wait and see, as we've 
been doing in our province and country for the past 30 years. 

Part of the problem is that most Quebecers still haven't 
made up their minds — and like it or not, the fate of our 
country rests in the hands of the voters of this province. 
Within Quebec’s 6.5-million population, for the 15 percent 
who define themselves as diehard separatists there is only one 
patria: a French-speaking Quebec. For the 35 percent of Que- 
becers who define themselves as federal- 
ist — including practically all 1.5 
million anglophones and allophones 
— Canada is what they consider 
home. The rest of Quebecers, mainly 
francophones, seem to be in limbo, 
searching for a political modus vivendi 
that can fulfill their need to be equal 
partners, as a linguistically and culturally distinct group, with 
the majority of English-speaking individuals with whom they 
share a state. 

In light of the 1995 sovereignty referendum, when the des- 
tiny of Canada was decided by a mere one percent of eligible 
voters, Quebec’s upcoming provincial election will represent 
much more than a symbolic display of democracy. (As of Au- 
gust 1998, the date of the next election is unknown, but it 
could arrive soon.) The electoral decision taken by the “unde- 
cideds” might determine whether or not Canada, as we know 
it today, will continue to exist on the political map of North 
America. The much publicized replacement of Daniel John- 
son by former federal Conservative Party leader Jean Charest 
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“Some believe it is better for Concordia 
that the PQ stays in power because 


they will not dare to touch an English 


university.” — Marcel Danis 





as the Quebec Liberal leader in April has provoked enough 
interest among Quebecers to create an excited electoral mood. 
However, the fear of uncertainty prevails, as nobody can pro- 
vide concrete answers concerning this province’s future. 
Luckily, four Concordia political science professors were 
willing to share their vision — they are often approached by 
other media for their political views. These four politicos hail 
from various spectrums of Quebec’s political palette. They 
were separately asked the same set of questions (and some- 
times informed of the others’ answers), and their opinions 
are strikingly diverse, even on issues unrelated to separation. 
The four are: Marcel Danis, L BA 65, 
Concordia’s Vice-Rector, Institu- 
tional Relations, a former member 
of Brian Mulroney’s cabinet who 
specializes in Canadian law; Guy 
Lachapelle, GrDip 79, a Parti Québé- 
cois member and an authority on 
Canadian public policy; Daniel Salée, 
principal of Concordia’s School of Community and Public 
Affairs, whose field of study is Quebec and Canadian politics; 
and Janine Krieber, whose domain is international relations 
and strategic studies. 


Who do you think will win the upcoming 
provincial election? 


Marcel Danis: It is a difficult question to answer. However, 
recent opinion polls show that the change in the 
leadership of the Liberal party will ensure a victory for 
the Liberals. 


magazine 








Guy Lachapelle: The PQ will win the election. Liberals have 
high support in Montreal, but in the rest of the province 
that is not the case. 

Daniel Salée: Those individuals who can answer this question 
have a political stake in the outcome of the election. I can 
only say that the PQ has a good record on social reforms 
and are good in using it as a weapon to gain electorate 
support and possibly win the election. 


Janine Krieber: I'd rather not guess. 


What will happen if the Liberal party or the PQ wins? 


Krieber: Regardless of who wins it is going to be business as 
usual. Both parties will continue with the deficit-cut men- 
tality, which is going to affect social services. The priorities 
might be different but the attitude is going to be the same. 

. Danis: Most of the laws in Quebec were agreed upon by both 
parties. The only difference will be in the language and 
constitutional policies. If the Liberals win there is going 
to be a moratorium on the separation issue for the next 
10 years. If the PQ wins there is going to be a referendum 
within a year. 

Lachapelle: If the election is held in the spring of 1999 and 
the PQ wins, the referendum will be organized probably 
in the year 2004. 


“| don’t think that Quebec will go through a 
period of political or economic instability if it 
separates. Things were quite stable here for 
the past 20 years.” 


1 


Guy Lachapelle 
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“| think that Charest can bring unity to 
Quebec. He has the experience, judgement 
and charisma. He is also fluently bilingual.” 


Salée: The PQ might not hold the referendum even if they 
win the election. They will organize the referendum only 
if they are 100 percent sure that they will have a victory. 


Will Jean Charest be a good leader for Quebec? 


Lachapelle: Both the PQ supporters and anglophones wel- 
comed Charest because they felt that he will bring the 


electoral debate to a different level. This is healthy for the 
political climate in Quebec because the PQ will have to 
face real challenges. However, on the constitutional front, 
Charest has nothing to say. And my concern is that he is 
too close to the English corporate elite. 


Is Charest too close to the corporate elite? 


Krieber: Charest receives no financial support from the 
Toronto financial elite. No plot theories, please. 

Salée: Charest doesn’t support the Anglo money in Toronto. 
But he will have to revise the conservative agenda on 
social economic issues that he had as the leader of the 
Conservatives. The Quebec electorate is not like the rest 
of the country; it is more social-democratic. 


How have Bouchard and the PQ governed? 


Krieber: The PQ was originally a leftist nationalist movement. 
However, over time the rightist groups have taken control 
of the party, pushing aside the left-oriented péquistes. 

Salée: Bouchard has taken a more neo-liberal, neo-conservative 
[centrist] stand than his predecessors, implementing : 
major cuts on welfare, health care and education. On the 3 
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other hand, the national question is very strong in 
Quebec and the PQ knows how to use it well. If the 

next elections are on a national question issue, French 
Canadians will forget that the PQ had a tough record on 
social policies. 


Would the appearance of a third political party 
bring a healthier political climate? 


Danis: No. More parties bring instability. Our voting system 
is not meant to have a minority government. I don’t 
think that Quebec needs a more radical 
separatist party or another federal- 
ist party. 

Krieber: There is definitely an oppor- 
tunity for a third party. A New 
Democratic movement was re- 
cently formed outside Quebec 
City to push the left policies. Even 
though they might not have politi- 
cal candidates during the upcoming election, they have 
put together an interesting program. I will not be sur- 
prised if independent candidates appear during the up- 
coming provincial election. 

Lachapelle: Quebec doesn’t need a third party because the 
question whether Quebec will remain in Canada is still 
present. Only after it separates and the problem of the 
political status of Quebec within Canada is finally re- 
solved will there be room for other parties, like the 
Greens, Socialists or Demo-Christians. 


“It is important to bear in mind that 


Canada is a political fiction, which allows 


enough flexibility to create interesting 


political concepts.” — Daniel Salée 









Janine Krieber 


“Charest wants to bring new ideas. He doesn’t 
want to he identified with the old program.” 


wanted to get involved in dis- 
cussing the future of a separate 
Quebec before it actually hap- 
pened. 
Krieber: There is an overall need for 
the Quebec universities to get in- 
volved in the political future of this 
province. The question is: How? The problem is that all 
the universities are underfunded, professors underpaid 
and too busy to provide alternatives to the students, It is a 
big question whether new generations of professors will 
have the energy and time for the formation of student 
minds or will be more focused on their own careers. 


Are Concordia students more politically passive to- 
day than in the past decades? 


Danis: Yes. I can see that with my students. Probably it has to 


Should Concordia University become more involved in 
the political future of Quebec? 


Danis: | don’t think so. All the universities in Montreal receive 
grants on a per capita basis. On the capital funding we 
have to ask the provincial government for money. I am 
not quite sure that Concordia University would receive 
much funding if it started openly 
to criticize the government. 

Lachapelle: Universities should not 
support the status quo but en- 
courage changes and try to find 
ways in which those changes can 
be implemented. Before the last 
referendum a group called Intel- 
lectuals for Quebec’s Sovereignty 
(IQSO) was formed at Concordia. After a few months of 
existence the group had 500 members, all individuals who 


case.” — Guy Lachapelle 
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“The PQ will win the election. Liberals 


have high support in Montreal, but in 


the rest of the province that is not the 





do with the competitiveness of the markets across the 
globe. Without good grades the students cannot get a 
well-paying job. For example, only the best students can 
hope to go to law school. If they are among the top 10 
percent they will get good positions in some of the lead- 
ing law firms in the country. Today, competitiveness 
starts in the universities and not in the work force. 
Krieber: Student organizations in general 
are quite passive and very close to 
the power. Recently, the president 
of the Quebec Student Federation 
went along with Bouchard to op- 
pose the federal government- 
sponsored New Millennium 
Grant Program that would allow 
Quebec students more funds to pursue 


their studies. I have no explanation for such a move apart 


from the fact that the student leader is a PQ member. 
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with the rest of the country, while having the freedom to 
exercise an independent policy on other issues. 





What type of economic and political instability 
will we see if Quebec separates? 





Danis: If the separation option wins the economic develop- 
ment of Quebec will be held up for a long period of time. 


“A third party has to come only as a result of Krieber: Young people are the ones who usually instigate vio- 
a general discontent. Individuals like Preston lence. In case Quebec separates, young anglophones 


s would rather choose to leave the province and settle in 
Manning or Howard Galganov are not needed. other parts of Canada or the U.S. rather 


than stay and fight. Globalization 


Salée: Overall, students are very indi- allows individuals to move from 





vidualistic and think about their “I don't see Quebec as a separate country one area to another easily. 

own careers. However, among [in 10 years]. Even if the Yes vote prevails 

the student population there are it... will take 10 years just to solve the 

some individuals who are politi- debt problem.” — Janine Krieber What would be the future of 

cally aware and are active against Concordia ina separate Quebec? 

Quebec’s economic deals such as 

the Mutual Agreement on Investment (MAI). Danis: Concordia University will be treated well. Some believe 
Lachapelle: | would not say that the students are passive. it is better for Concordia that the PQ stays in power be- 

They are more accepting of the rules now than in the cause they will not dare to touch an English university. 

60s. Young Quebecers accept that it takes time to Lachapelle: Anglophone universities will flourish in an inde- 

change things. pendent Quebec. The Quebec government would strug- 


gle to preserve Quebec’s multiethnic character, as they 
will be closely watched by other states. Overall, anglo- 

How do you envision Quebec in 10 years? phones will be in a much better position in a separate 

Quebec than they are now. ® 

Lachapelle: [n 10 years Quebec will be a sovereign state, in 
some sort of economic partnership with the rest of Milan Miletic, BA (jour.) 97, is a Montreal freelance writer and 
Canada. The PQ will opt for a political evolution from is English Editor-in-Chief of Journal Place Publique. 

Canada, not a brutal separation. However, it will be a 
long process of negotiations with English Canada before 
Quebec becomes truly a sovereign state. } —o = 

Krieber: | don’t see Quebec as a separate country. Even if the eats x 
Yes vote prevails it will take more than 10 years for Que- = ae Ss 
bec to become an independent country. Political leaders 
within Quebec and the rest of Canada will have to sit to- 
gether and work out a formula for a peaceful separation. 
There are so many issues to deal with. It will take 10 years 
just to solve the debt problem. 

Danis: Quebec accepts 50,000 immigrants on a yearly basis 
who are traditionally federalists. As the years are passing 
by it is going to be very hard for Quebec to separate. 

Salée: Quebec will get more political autonomy but it will not 
separate from Canada. It is important to bear in mind 
that Canada is a political fiction, which allows enough 
flexibility to create interesting political concepts. Proba- While the rest of the country grows impatient, 
bly, Quebec will share the army and the Canadian dollar Quebecers have had trouble making up their minds. 
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A Concordia investigative team is hard at work search- 
ing for “lost” souls who’ve strayed from the alumni flock 


emember 1967: the summer of love, Expo, gradua- 
} tion? You changed your name to Cactus Blossom 


and headed for Frisco. Soon you were going by your 


married name — Zirkon. After the divorce, you 

ended up running a small company in northern Manitoba. 
Montreal was a distant memory of bagels, Ben’s and taverns. 
About a month ago, you read about your old college sweet- 
heart’s promotion in the trades, and it all came flooding back. 
You wonder if he ever thinks of you and whatever became of 
St. Catherine Street. 

Then, out of the blue, you get a call: “Hi, this is Michael 


Daley from Concordia University alumni records.” Don’t hang 


up. Daley, Simon Wakelin and Claude Mazza can help you 
cozy down memory lane and bring you closer to your past. 

Daley, Wakelin and Mazza are alumni tracers, super sleuths 
on the trail of “lost” alumni — the bane of all university 
alumni associations. Concordia and its founding institutions, 
Loyola and Sir George, have more than 100,000 alumni, but 
people move, change names, change jobs, and most folks don’t 
remember to inform their old school (or many of their friends 
and family). Concordia currently has updated records for 
60,000 or so alumni (below average for Canadian universities); 
the balance are “lost.” 


“He said, 'Oh yeah, my sister went 
to Lovola.* This went on tor 30 
minutes, and by the time we were 
done, I discovered that nine of 
his family members were alumni." 


Being found can be rewarding, allowing you to round up 
memories of old friends, professors and mentors, and put 
them within reach no matter where they live. It can also pro- 
vide exceptional networking opportunities, as well as access to 
the many services of the alumni associations, including receiv- 
ing Concordia University Magazine and information on 
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Homecoming, events, seminars and 
travel, and a chance to benefit from group discounts. 

However, reaping any of these advantages wouldn't be possi- 
ble without the gumshoe tactics of Daley, Wakelin and Mazza, 
who can trace up to 20 people a day with nothing more to go 
on than a name and date of graduation. How do they do it? 
Sherlock Holmes-like instincts? Strong arm tactics? Believe it 
or not, the phone book — or its modern equivalent, Canada 
411, Bell Canada’s free Internet search engine, which lists all 
residential and business phone numbers in Bell’s system. 

Since phone listings can be limiting, especially for those 
graduates who have moved abroad, the three investigators also 
use a number of other search tools ranging from the high-tech 
and specialized — such as a CD-ROM listing of all Canadian 
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or InfoSpace 
be a problem. “Hf De fourd een names can 


Canada with the name I'm 
“ for I’ wy 
he says, bation del wie Vl call them, 


lawyers — to the low-tech word-of-mouth. “A week 
and a half ago I contacted a Loyola graduate in Markham,” 
recounts Daley, who bears little resemblance to Philip Mar- 
lowe and even less to Fox Mulder. “I asked him if he had any 
other relatives who went to Loyola, Sir George or Concordia. 
He thought for a bit, then said, ‘Oh yeah, my sister went to 
Loyola.’ Then he remembered that her son went to Concor- 
dia. This went on for 30 minutes, and by the time we were 
done, I discovered that nine of his family members were 
alumni, five of whom were previously ‘lost.’” 

Daley, a third-year Concordia film studies student 
who’s been at his position since May 1997, Wakelin, a native 
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of England who’s in classical studies at the University and who 
became a full-time tracer in August, and long-time Concordia 
employee Mazza are making steady progress through their 
case load. Part of their regular task is to try to correct ad- 
dresses of returned Concordia University Magazines. “When 

I first came here,” says Daley, “we would get back about 1,300 
magazines with bad addresses each issue. For the June 98 
issue, we got back only about 600.” It costs the University 

$2 for the printing, mailing and return of each wrongly 
addressed magazine. 

With Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millennium cur- 
rently kicking off its Alumni Division, Daley, Wakelin and 
Mazza are now focussing on a special assignment, to locate 
11,000 Loyola and Sir George graduates. For these “old boys 
and girls” whose past institutions are no longer active, the 
alumni network is the best way to maintain their school ties. 
“The Campaign provides us with an exceptional opportunity 
to reach out to the Loyola and Sir George communities and 
remind them that the elements that made their university 
experiences so special continue to be nurtured at Concordia,” 
says Don Taddeo, the Campaign’s Executive Vice-Chair. 

Most alumni who are contacted are quite pleased to hear 
from Concordia, reports Wakelin, whose Northampton 
accent may be reminiscent of Inspector Morse’s but whose 
scruffy looks are closer to Jim Rockford’s. He often develops 
a rapport with those he contacts. “I recently spoke to an older 
woman in British Columbia,” Wakelin says. “She told me all 
about how she got from Germany, where she was born in 
1914, to Sir George in 1960.” He discovered that her daughter 
was a “lost” Concordia graduate living in B.C. as well. 

Although Daley, Wakelin and Mazza can never be sure 
if their sleuthing will lead to a red herring or to the prime 
suspect, they keep at it, equipped with their trench coats, 
magnifying glasses and phone books. 

Do you know of any Concordia, Sir George or Loyola alumni 

who may be “lost”? Let Alumni Affairs know: 

tel.: (514) 848-3818; fax: (514) 848-2826 

e-mail: alumni@coral.concordia.ca 7 
web site: http://alumni.concordia.ca/AlumniWeb 
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A year to be proud of 


BY LAURA WELLS, BA 89, MA 95 
INTERIM DIRECTOR, 
ANNUAL GIVING 


n May 31, 1998, An- 


A 
nual Giving closed its 
campaign after col- 
¥ lecting over $1.22 


million for Concor- 
dia’s annual priority needs. 
The Campaign received gifts 
from over 14,000 donors with 
the assistance of 300 volun- 
teers and 30 student callers — 
a major undertaking. General 
Chair of the Annual Giving 
Campaign, Hazel Mah, BCom 
78, MBA 81, and her entire 
team should be proud of a job 
well done. 

As always, the Concordia 
Shuffle kicked off this year’s 
appeal. On September 26, de- 
spite chilly, wet weather, over 
400 staff, faculty, students, 
governors, alumni and friends 
took part in Shuffle ‘97. To- 
gether they helped raise just 
under $75,000 for scholar- 
ships and bursaries. 

One man who always hon- 
oured his commitments was 
the late Humberto Santos, 
BCom 75, MBA 79. A true 
friend of the Concordia Shuf- 
fle, Humberto raised $13,385 
for Shuffle ’97. In total, over 
the years he generated more 
than $50,000 for Shuffle 
scholarships and bursaries. 

On November 30, 25 em- 
ployees of Concordia and 
Desjardins Laurentian joined 
Humberto’s widow Marisol 
and her son Gregory in a 
mini-Shuffle from Sir George 
to Loyola in Humberto’s 
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memory. We thank them on 
behalf of the students who 
will benefit from the Santos 
family’s inspiration. 

Planning for Shuffle ’98 
is already well underway. 

The event will be held 
during Homecoming week- 
end, Friday, September 25, 
at 2:00 p.m. 

The Alumni Division also 
produced some exemplary re- 
sults, surpassing its $550,000 
objective by collecting 
$577,844. The Phone-Mail 
Program secured a 12 percent 
increase over last year’s results 
by collecting just under 
$270,000 from Concordia, Sir 
George and Loyola alumni. 
Some 87,000 calls were placed 
by student callers in an at- 
tempt to reach over 36,000 
graduates in Canada and the 
United States. 

In addition, proceeds from 
alumni board events, affinity 
programs and personal dona- 
tions from alumni board 
members totalled over 
$52,000. 

Our newest graduates also 
contributed towards Concor- 
dia’s annual priority needs. 
The class of 1998 generously 
pledged over $83,000 to their 
new alma mater. Our “sea- 
soned” alumni in Montreal 
and Toronto also reached new 
heights of success. In just 
three nights of calling, some 
240 volunteer callers secured 
just under $136,000 — an all- 
time record and a 15 percent 
increase over last year. 

This year, the Alumni Divi- 
sion of Annual Giving will be 
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Class act: Student representatives Robert Sonin, president of 
ASFA, Rajinder Bimra, president of CASA, and Rajindra Gupta, 
acting co-president of ECA, presented Rector Frederick Lowy a 
cheque for $83,285 on behalf of the graduating class ‘98 at the 


Grad Finale, June 17. 





Unsung heroes: The 1997-98 Annual Giving volunteer leaders 
celebrated the campaign’s success at Le Piment Rouge restaurant, 
June 15. Standing (from left): Rector Frederick Lowy, Richard 
Renaud, L BCom 69, Irvin Dudeck and John Economides, S BCom 
41; seated: Héléne Cossette, BCom 88, campaign chair Hazel 
Mah, BCom 78, MBA 81, and Florence Yaffe, S BA 61. 


supporting the Capital Cam- 
paign as an element of the 
Alumni & Friends Division. 
Therefore, the Annual Giving 
campaign will be reduced in 
size and scope in 1998-99. 
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Hazel Mah, also a member of 
Concordia’s Board of Gover- 
nors and managing director 
of the Mah Family Group, will 
once again chair this impor- 
tant fundraising initiative. © 
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George Williams, rset John Economides, S 








sn with att Wiens and fonher pe ees ate, 


drank and had a wonderful time as they celebrated their 
new status as alumni at the Grad Finale in the Atrium of the 
J.A. McConnell Building, June 17. Foreign students (from 
left) Nizan Abdmuen, BCom 98, Lim Li Choo, BSc 98, and 
Malia Ibrahim, BA 98, also said goodbye to Montreal as 
they prepared to return to their native Malaysia. 


BCom 41 (right), chair of the fundraising 
committee, present $16,350.85 raised by the 
Association to Christopher Hyde, Director, 
University Advancement, and Vice-Rector, 
Institutional Relations, at the Annual General 
Meeting, May 11. 


Bring the whole family November 21 to the 


Loyola 
At the meeting of the board of 
directors of the Loyola Alumni 
Association on May 13, 1998, 
extensive discussions were held 
relating to the final report of the 
Rector’s advisory task force on 
the revitalization of the Loyola 
Campus. The report laid out five 
scenarios, one of which will be 
chosen by Concordia’s Board of 
Governors in September. The 
Association board paid tribute 
to task force chair Lillian 
Vineberg and her committee for 
making Concordia governors 
aware of Loyola’s state of disre- 


pair. Although the majority of 


ap: Th 
‘he CUA 


6th Annual Concordia Scholarship Bowlathon, 
sponsored by the Association of Alumni Sir 


George Williams. For $25, bowl, win great door 
prizes and help out Concordia students. At 
Salon de Quilles Paré Lanes, 5250 Paré, 
12:30 p.m. registration, 1:00 p.m. bowling. 
Call Sis 838-3819. 
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the authors of the report prefer 
another scenario, the Loyola 
Alumni Association directors 
unanimously agreed to press for 
further exploration of the option 
of concentrating the Faculty of 
Fine Arts and the Arts and Sci- 
ence departments of psychology, 
exercise science, Communication 
studies and journalism at Loy- 
ola. Regardless of the final deci- 
sion, the Loyola Alumni 
Association is dedicated to en- 
suring that the Loyola Campus 
regains the prestige and status it 
historically and richly deserves. 
Gino Martel, BCom 81 
Communications Officer 








members May 29, to Revishrars by Cleat? higt plight eps rring address by _ 
Concordia governor Richard Renaud, L BCom 69. The retreat conekaied ier 30 
with a brainstorming session at the picturesque Forest and Stream Club in Dorval. 
Seen here are the newest board members (from left): Peter McAuslan, S BA 72, 
Paul Robitaille, BEng 88, Hermann Franke, BA 80, Jim Leonidas, GrDip 94, 
Caroline Van Viaardingen, BA 84, and Linda Montreuil, BA 86. 


Welcome Home (page) 


Alumni 
http://alumni.concordia.ca/AlumWeb 


september 1998 


hs 


Ottawa 


At the Seventh Anniversary 
Dinner at the Penthouse 
Restaurant of the Sheraton 
Hotel, May 7, more than 50 
alumni and friends were cap- 
tivated by Brad Lavigne, BA 
94, chair of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, and 
Concordia history professor 
Graeme Decarie, S BA 60. 
The speakers received works 
of art by Barbara Nathan 
Marcus, BA 75, MA 82. 
Certificates of Appreciation 
were presented to Dan 
Shkuda, L BA 72, a board 
member since the chapter’s 
inception and president in 
1995-1996, and long-time 


board member Sharon Mintz, 


BFA 91, GrDip 93, MFA 95. 





Association News 





At the Annual General 
Meeting, June 16, Hermann 
Franke, BA 80, was acclaimed 
as President, replacing outgo- 
ing Ronda Stoller, BA 85, MA 
87. Andrew Francis, BA 91, 
added the title of First Vice- 
President to his position as 
Webmaster, and Barbara 
Nathan Marcus was named 
Second Vice-President. On 
June 19, the Picasso Exhibi- 
tion at the National Gallery 
attracted a small but enthusi- 
astic group. 

The Ottawa Chapter is 
currently looking for local 
alumni in exciting careers 
willing to share their experi- 
ences for the Spotlight on 
Talent seminars. Call Jim 
Cincotta, (613) 562-3539. 





S BA 60 (left), and Brad Lavigne, BA 94 (right), spoke to the 
more than 50 alumni and friends at the chapter’s Seventh 
Anniversary Dinner, May 7. Also pictured (from left): Jim 
Cincotta, MA 96, president Hermann Franke, BA 80, Janice 
Cainan, L BA 74, and Monique Landa, L BA 69. 





crectond Tse Pathe HARE Weare July 17-20, was a 


Frisco kids: Ann Vroom (right), Director of Alumni Affairs, hosted 
15 alumni and friends at the Hotel Durant in San Francisco, 
March 16. Pictured here (from left): Lori Cantafio, BCom 88, 
Larry Lisser, BCom 90, Alexei Fajardo Lubkan, BEng 90, Steve 
Raulerson, BA 80, BEd 83, Jerome Beamish, S BA 57, Tony 
Treopea, BSc 82, Joshua Wolfe, BA 79, Carol Richards, BA 85, 
Jonathon Fisher, S BA 72, and Bob Tatemichi, S BSc 72. 


sold-out success. Pictured on the Festival grounds (from left): 
Tony Seccareccia, BCom 87, Lindsay Foss-Watson, L BSc 72, 
Muriel Henri, BA 82, Sabrina Covin, Joanne Tagliamonti, BCom 
86, Heliane Covin, Teri Covin, BFA 83, Anna Rizzuto, L BA 69, 
Concordia English professor Alexandra Bennett, Christine 
Lengvari, L BSc 72, Elyse Malick, L BA 71, Sandra Sterling, S 
BA 72, Howard Sterling, L BCom 72. 


Athletics Hall of Fame Call for Nominations 


We are now accepting nominations for Concordia’s Athletics Hall of Fame, to be submitted by October 23, 1998, for the following: 
@ in the “Athlete” category, students who demonstrated outstanding athletic achievement while at Concordia, Sir George or Loyola 
@ in the “Builder” category, coaches or administrators who made outstanding contributions to Concordia, Sir George or Loyola varsity athletics 
@ in the “Team” category, teams who demonstrated significant contributions to the Concordia, Sir George or Loyola community. 


Nominations should be accompanied by as much documentation as possible. Only candidates from 1993-94 or earlier are eligible. Nominees will be 
honoured at the 4th Annual Hall of Fame Dinner, April 23, 1999, at the Brasserie Molson-O’Keefe, 155 Notre Dame E., Montreal. Please send to Harry 
Zarins, Director, Recreation & Athletics, 7141 Sherbrooke St. W., Montreal, Que., H4B 1R6, tel: (514) 848-3867, fax: (514) 848-8637. 
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BY NADINE IsHak, BA 98 
. @ « oOumay bea student 
' for only three or four 
years, but you'll be an 
alumna or alumnus 
} | for life. That’s the 
; premise of C*A*S*T 
— the Concordia Alumni 
Student Team. 

The goal of the student-run 
C*A*S*T, initiated in 1996 by 
the office of alumni affairs, is 
to foster links between stu- 
dents and alumni by involv- 
ing students in alumni 
activities like Homecoming 
’ and Grad Finale and by orga- 
nizing special programs. 

Cindy Hedrich, special 
events and internal liaison of- 
ficer for alumni affairs, says, 
“We have found that students 
involved in student life are 


You’ve 





likely to be active alumni and 
maintain a connection to the 
University.” She notes that 
while such associations are 
common in the United States, 
they are still fairly new in 
Canada. “C*A*S*T is a work 
in progress,” she says. “We’re 
trying to see what others are 
doing, and tailor activities to 
Concordia.” To that end, 
C*A*S*T representatives have 
attended the Canadian Stu- 
dent Alumni Association Net- 
work (CSAAN) conferences 
for the past two years. 

Former C*A*S*T member 
David Janssen, BEng 98, feels 
that linking students with 
alumni is important at any 
stage. “First-year students un- 
sure of their program can get 
advice from alumni,” he says, 
“or someone in fourth year 


the grades. 


Now it’s 


payback time. =" 


*100 


GRAD 


RECOGNITION 


REBATE 
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C*A*S*T crew: Some of the C*A*S*T members gathered at the 
Grad Finale in the Atrium of the J.W. McConnell Building, June 
17. Standing (from left): David Janssen, Christine Cogger, 
Michael Grynberg and Arti Sachdev; kneeling: Mauro Franco. 


can make job contacts.” Arti 
Sachdev, a final-year political 
science student and the cur- 
rent president of C*A*S*T, 
feels there are personal, acade- 


mic and professional advan- 
tages to connecting students 
past and present. She says, 
“A lot of students need that 
extra push.” ©® 


1998 FORD ESCORT ZX2 


Exhilaration, amazement, relief. You’ve graduated. 
Congratulations! Ford wants to recognize your achievement by 
making it easier for you to purchase or lease a new vehicle. 

To help you get your future into gear right now, you can choose: 


Who Qualifies? 

* Graduates from a two year minimum college diploma program, a recognized military and 
police academy, a university degree program, a full-time university post-graduate program, 
or a three-year CEGEP D.E.C. program. 

* Graduates must be Canadian residents with proof of graduation between 
May 1, 1995 and December 31, 1998. 

* Delivery of your new vehicle must be taken by December 31, 1998. 

* Employees of the Ford Motor Company of Canada, Limited and their relatives are not 
eligible for the ‘Ford Grad Recognition’ Rebate. Offer expires December 31, 1998. 


Credit 
| <=> | 





SEE YOUR FORD OR 
LINCOLN MERCURY DEALER 
FOR FULL DETAILS 


www.ftord.ca/grad 


MORE? Call 1-800-387-5535. We'll send you a free GRAD RECOGNITION REBATE kit. 





Are you a manager who wants to enhance 
your skills in management accounting, 
management or financial management? 


SEPTEMBER 6-9 
Annual Open House. 6:00-9:00 
p.m., the Boathouse Bar & 
Grill, Dow’s Lake Pavilion. 
Call Hermann Franke, (613) 
234-8491. 


OcTOBER 10 
Dinner Dance. With the Aus- 
trian Society. 6:30 p.m., Shera- 
ton Hotel, $30. Call Hermann 
Franke, (613) 234-8491. 


OcTOBER 15 

6th Annual Business Networking 
Luncheon, with Bob Chiarelli, 
Regional Chair. 11:30 a.m., 
Ottawa-Carleton Centre, $22. 
Call Murray Kronick, 








For information about the 
Annual General Meeting and 
other Fall activities, call Steve 
Galaxidas, (416) 424-4446, or 
Flo Yaffe, (416) 964-1226, or 
visit their web page: 
http://alumni.concordia.ca/ 
AlumWeb/Toronto.html. 


Boston 


SEPTEMBER 
Wine Tasting Day. Join us 

at the Flag Hill Winery in 
New Hampshire, just over an 
hour north of Boston. Grape 
harvesting in the afternoon, 
dinner and wine tasting in 


(613) 238-2697. the evening. Contact John 


Monroe, (603) 749-5395, 
JohnW Monro@aol.com. 


NOVEM™MBER 
Spotlight on Talent. Dates and 
events TBA. Call Jim Cin- 
cotta, (613) 562-3539. 


Looking for a part-time, 
modular educational program? 


THE CMA EXECUTIVE PROGRAM, 


which allows managers to earn the CMA designation 
in half the time it used to take, may be for 


Liberal Arta Lecture Serica 


Reading books, reading ourselves: 
the books of our lives. 


Concordia’s Liberal Arts College is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary by holding a series of public lectures throughout 
YO [! the academic year, culminating with a keynote address, 

° roundtable discussions and a gala dinner-dance, March 18-20. 
Liberal Arts College alumni are encouraged to write the 
College, call (514) 848-2565, or e-mail 
Idiorio@alcor.concordia.ca to contribute ideas and to let us 
know where you are. 





Information sessions in Montréal on September 26, 
October 6 in French and on October 8 in English. 


In Québec City on October 3 in French. 


Reserve a place now at 


| 800 650-ECMA 


It’s all about making Fine connections 


Supported by last year’s success, ed- 
itors Maggie Greyson and Sabrina 
Stea are putting together a second 
edition of Fine Connections, Fine 
Arts’ networking guide. The guide 
includes a calendar, a handbook 
and a directory of Concordia Fine 
Arts students and alumni. To be 
listed, before September 25, 1998, 


CMA 


ORDRE 
DES COMPTABLES EN MANAGEMENT ACCREDITES 
DU QUEBEC 


Concordia University 
Faculty of Commerce and Administration 
Université du Québec @ Montréal 
Ecole des sciences de la gestion 
Université Laval 
Faculté des sciences de administration 
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contact Maggie Greyson, (514) 
935-4425, e-mail: mah_grey@al- 
cor.concordia.ca; or Sabrina Stea, 
(514) 253-7214; or sign up at Café 
X, VA-227, the Fine Arts Building. 
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Some graduates in this listing 
have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest year of graduation. 


5 Tom Plunkett, S BA, was 

editor of The Georgian in 
1948-49 and later became a na- 
tionally recognized consultant in 
city management. He joined the 
faculty of Queen’s University and 
served two terms as Director of 
the School of Public Administra- 
tion and received the Vanier Gold 
Medal from the Governor Gen- 
eral of Canada for his contribu- 
tion in the field of Canadian 
public administration. Since re- 
tiring in 1987, Tom has been ac- 
tive in the health care field, and 
he is now Chair of the Commu- 
nity Care Access Centre in 
Kingston, Ont. He has written or 
co-written six books, including 
City Management: The Role of the 
Chief Administrative Officer 
(IPAC Toronto). 


Vivian M. Silver, S BA 

(psych.), was recently ap- 
pointed Coordinator of Women’s 
Studies at John Abbott College in 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Que. Her 
husband, Brahms E. Silver, S BA 
(psych.) 63, MA (Judaic studies) 
96, is President of the Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Shalom Syna- 
gogue in Westmount. 


66 James G. Leworthy, S$ 

BCom, is Principal of 
Letyno Consulting in Missis- 
sauga, Ont. He and his wife, 
Francesca, live in Mississauga. 
James has two children, Keith 
and Kathleen, from his previous 
marriage, and three grandchil- 
dren. He writes, “My vice is the 
organ (the musical instrument! ). 
I just bought my twenty-first 





Susan Garfield-Shulman, BFA 96, had an exhibition of her oil paintings, “Lifescapes,” at Galerie de la 
ville in Dollard Des Ormeaux, Que., from May 28 to June 28, 1998. Pictured above: Fish Hair and Fish 


out of Water. 


(including six pipe organs). One 
day I’ll have to learn how to play 
the thing!” 


5 Stephen Pallavicini, L BA 

(econ.), recently com- 
pleted an MBA from George 
Washington University in Wash- 
ington, D.C. He and his wife Judy 
have a son, Chris, and a daughter, 
Andrea, and live in Vienna, Va. 
Stephen writes, “I left Newbridge 
Networks after a successful 10- 
year Career in various senior 
management positions in both 
Canada and the U.S., and I’m 
now working in a start-up with 
two physicists on technology ap- 
plications. Look us up at 
www.fractaldynamics.com.” His 
e-mail: stephen.pallavicini@ 
erols.com. 


Sherry A. Rubinstein, S BA, re- 
ceived a PhD in Educational Psy- 
chology from New York 
University in 1974. She is now 
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President of Measurement Di- 
mensions, a management con- 
sulting firm in Marblehead, 
Mass., and President of Trackers, 
a marketing and research firm in 
Manila, the Philippines. Sherry is 
married and lives in Singapore. 


7 Jacob “Jake” Goldberg, S 
BA, MBA 77, is President 
of TrafSys Communications in 
Montreal. He lives in St. Lazare, 
and writes, “I would like to get in 
touch with Louis Ho, who was in 
the MBA program with me and 
was from Hong Kong.” Jake’s 
e-mail: jake@trafsys.com. 


7 Howard Posh, S BA, Cert 
94, received an MEd from 
McGill in 1988. He was recently 
appointed Principal of Jewish 
Peoples’ and Peretz Schools, an 
elementary school in Cote St. 
Luc, Que. Howard and his wife, 
Anne-Marie, have one son, 
Matthew, and live in Cote St. Luc. 





Jane Soper Kennedy, S BA 
(psych.), received a bachelor’s de- 
gree in Occupational Therapy 
from McGill in 1972. She is now 
an Occupational Therapist in the 
Transitional Care Unit of the 
Oakville Trafalgar Memorial 
Hospital in Oakville, Ont. Jane 
also performs assessments for 
Veterans Affairs Canada and the 
Ontario Ministry of Health, As- 
sistive Devices Branch. She has 
three children and lives in 
Oakville. 


25th Reunion 


Ann Diamond (Anne Julia 
Maclean), S BA, is a Mon- 
treal-based fiction writer, poet 
and critic. She is the author of 
Evil Eye, which won the Hugh 
MacLennan Prize for fiction in 
1994. Her work has appeared in 
Best Canadian Stories and Best 
Canadian Essays and on radio 
and television. Ann has taken MA 
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courses in creative writing at Go- 
dard College and Concordia, and 
taught creative writing at Concor- 
dia. In July and August she held a 
writer's workshop called “Un- 
locking Your Stories” at Montre- 
al’s Yellow Door Café. 


7 Sabina Burt-Shiner, S BA, 
is Executive Secretary/In- 
terim Meetings & Communica- 
tions Co-ordinator for the 
Ontario College of Family Physi- 
cians in Toronto. She lives in 
Ajax. Sabina writes, “I am looking 
for Susan Modlinsky. Susan, 
please call me!” Her e-mail: 
ocfp@cfpc.ca. 
7 Peter J. Nadler, BA, is a 
self-employed Barrister 
and Solicitor in Vancouver. He 
writes, “In addition to being a 
lawyer in private practice in the 
areas of civil litigation and enter- 


OS 


tainment law, I am a professional 
actor working occasionally in film 
and television and writing for 
film and theatre as well. I would 
love to hear from all those who 
used to hang out at the Hall 
Building all those great years!” 
His e-mail: 

nad@intergate.bc.ca. 


7 Sheldon Teitelbaum, BA 
(hist.) is a Senior Writer for 
Jerusalem Report in Agoura Hills, 
Calif. In May, Sheldon was 
awarded the Canadian Tourism 
Commission’s first Northern 
Lights Award for Excellence in 
Travel Writing for “The Call of 
the Wired,” which appeared in 
the November 1997 Wired maga- 
zine. He also just published the 
program book for the CBS TV 
special “America Salutes Israel at 
50.” Sheldon has been married 
for 17 years and has two kids. He 
writes, “After graduation, I served 


five years as officer in Israeli Para- 
troops Corps, later seguing into 
Israeli journalism.” 


20th Reunion 


Rita Donovan, BA, com- 

pleted an MA in English at 
the University of Alberta. She 
won the 1998 Canadian Authors 
Association/Chapters Award for 
Fiction for her novel Landed 
(Buschek Books, 1997). Rita is the 
author of five novels, including 
the soon-to-be-released River Sky 
Summer (1.T.P. Nelson). She is 
also co-editor of Arc magazine 
and is a freelance reviewer, editor 
and teacher. She was a finalist for 
the W.H. Smith/Books in Canada 
First Novel Award in 1990 and 
twice winner of the Ottawa/Car- 
leton Book Award (1991, 1993). 
Rita lives in Ottawa with her hus- 
band and daughter. 


Rob Green, BCSc (gen. bus.), is a 
Senior Business Consultant for 
Eclectic Information in Indi- 
anapolis, Ind. In April he com- 
pleted an MBA at Indiana 
Wesleyan University (where his 
oldest son, Daniel, is a Freshman 
in Communications). Rob lives in 
Brownsburg. 


Margaret Janowiak, BCom, 
works in the Office of Risk Man- 
agement at the Pennsylvania 
State University in State College, 
Penn. While at Concordia she 
lived in Langley Hall, where she 
also was an R.A., and worked in 
the Student Life Office. Margaret 
writes, “For the last 16 years I’ve 
been at Penn State University as 
a Claims Administrator. I still 
keep in touch with many of my 
schoolmates, in particular the 
ones who lived in Langley Hall, 
after all these years.” 





Name 
Home address 


Telephone 


What subject? 
Name of employer 
Business address 


Telephone 


Married? Children? 


News and comments 


| would like to volunteer for 


Degree/year/program 


Check box if this is a new address LJ 


If you continued studies, where? 


Degree(s) and year(s) ine FS 


Your company’s business 


Your position and what you do 


Phonathons |_] (call 848-3817) 
Committees L_} (call 848-3817) 


e-mail 


Homecoming a (call 848-3815) 
Mentor _] Chapter work _j} 





To send us a change of address or to have information about yourself appear in Class Acts, 
please send this form or write the Alumni Office, 1455 de Maisonneuve Bivd. W., BC-101 
Montreal, Que., H3G 1M8, or send a fax to (514) 848-2826, or e-mail us at alumni@coral.concordia. 
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ministration from Carleton Uni- 
versity, and a PhD in Educational 
Policy Studies from the University 
of Alberta. He is now Director of 
Institutional Research & Planning 


of Social Science at Dalton Col- 
lege, University System of Geor- 
gia, in Dalton. Henry is married 
with two children. His e-mail: 
hcodjoe@carpet.dalton.peach 


Day’s Lee, BA (Eng. lit. & journ.) ries have been published.” 
has been Office Manager for the 
Montreal law firm Nicholl 

Paskell-Mede since it opened in | 


1992. She writes, “I also write 


Henry M. Codjoe, BA 
(int’l. affairs), received an 
MA in International Affairs and 


fiction and a few of my short sto- 


Graduate Diploma in Public Ad- 


Rita Shane, S BA 37, received the 
E.P. Taylor Award from the McGill 
Alumni Association, presented to 
a volunteer who has demonstrat- 
ed outstanding service to the 
McGill Alma Mater Fund. A mem- 
ber of the Sir George Williams 
“Guinea Pig” class of 1937, Rita 
next attended McGill where she 
received her MD in 1942. She is 
one of the longest-serving class 
agents in McGill's history. 





i 
<' , Re 2 
~ a 
= -_ Ww 
r 
o » 7 
‘7. “3 





Frederick Lowy, Rector and Vice-Chancellor of Concor- 
dia, received an honorary doctor of laws degree from the 
University of Toronto on June 19, 1998. 


Ann Vroom, Concordia’s Direc- 
tor of Alumni Affairs, received a 
1998 Distinguished Service 
Award from the Canadian Coun- 
cil for the Advancement of Edu- 
cation (CCAE) at its annual con- 
ference in Waterloo, Ont., on 
June 15. She has been active with 
CCAE since 1991 and was its pres- 
ident in 1993-94. 
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and Adjunct Assistant Professor net.edu. 


Robert Frances, BCom 87, MBA 
91, was included in the Financial 
Post Magazine’s “Top 40 Under 
40” issue in April, its third annual 
selection of Canada’s leading 
young achievers in business, the 
professions, academia and public 
service. Robert is President of Peak 
Financial Group, a Montreal-based 
personal financial planning orga- 
nization. He began Peak in 1990 
at the age of 25, and today the 
company is the fourth-largest 
mutual fund dealer in Quebec and 
one of Canada’s top 20. 


Geoff Baker, BA (journ.) 91, won a 
1998 National Newspaper Award in 
the sports-writing category for his 
coverage of the Montreal Alouettes 
football team. Geoff, a Concordia 
Journalism 201 instructor, also won 
a National Newspaper Award in 
1995 for spot or general news cov- 
erage. 
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Vincent Labrossiére 
won a 1997/98 Guy 
Lafleur Excellence 
Award for combining 
excellence in studies 
and hockey. Vincent, a 
native of Somerset, 
Man., and a first-year 
defence with the 
Stingers, is pursuing a 
BSc in exercise science 
(athletic therapy) at 
Concordia and has a 


3.84 G.P.A. hoy \h 
Labros&ére 
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oe In ke 
memoriam 


Abraham Brodsky, S BA 
45, died in Montreal on 
May 23, 1998. 


Ann Stokes Reader, S BA 
55, died on May 12, 1998, 
in Surrey, B.C. She is sur- 
vived by her daughter, Dr. 
Cheryl Stokes Murray, and 
her son, Graeme Stokes. 
Ann was a full professor at 
Concordia and had started 
the Teaching English as a 
Second Language (TESL) 
certificate at Sir George in 
1969, founded the TESL 
Centre in 1973, and began 
the BEd (TESL) program 
in 1974 and MA (applied 
linguistics) program in 
1976 at Concordia, all firsts 
in Canada. She was 83. 


Nancy Torbit, BA 76, died 
on May 9, 1998, 

in Montreal, after a coura- 
geous battle with cancer. 
She is survived by her hus- 
band, Gary, and their 
daughters Meghan and 
Lindsey. Nancy was Direc- 
tor of Concordia Health 
Services and began work- 
ing at Loyola College in 
1972. She was 51. 


Peter Guzzo, BA, a French 
Immersion teacher at James 
Whiteside Elementary School in 
Richmond, B.C., received the 
1997 Prime Minister’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence. He was 
selected from over 300 nominees 
who were put forward nation- 
wide. The award carries a $1,000 
cash prize that will be used 
under Peter’s direction to help 


september 1998 


= Class. i 


a Oe 


improve teaching and student 
learning. He lives in Vancouver. 


Subhash Rakhehja, BEng, PhD 
(eng.) 84, Professor and Director 
of Concordia’s CONCAVE 
Research Centre, has been 
named a Fellow of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
He is also a member of the 
Canadian Society for Mechanical 
Engineering and the Society of 
Automotive Engineers. Subhash 
lives in LaSalle, Que. 


Douglas Ungredda, BCom 
(econ. & int'l. bus.), received a 
master’s degree at UCAB- 
Venezuela in Corporate Eco- 
nomics in 1983. He is now an 
Investment Advisor and Interna- 
tional Finance Professor at Uni- 
versidad Central de Venezuela, 
in the International Economics 
Master’s Program, and the Insti- 
tute for Advanced Studies in 
Diplomacy for the Venezuelan 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
and his wife, Susan, have two 
boys and live in Caracas. Dou- 
glas writes, “I still draw inspira- 
tion from discussions in the eco- 
nomics department at Loyola 
with such outstanding professors 
as Lallier, Liu, Takahashi, 
Shapiro and Hiscock. My best 
years were during my stay at 
Hingston Hall. ‘Hi’ to all my 
economics 1979 class.” His 
e-mail: ungredda@reacciun.ve. 


8 André E. de Blois, BEng, is 
a freelance Consultant En- 
gineer in Sherbrooke, Que. He 
writes, “I’m looking for Lucy and 
Stephanie from Loyola in the mid 
70s.” (Contact the Alumni Office.) 


Mai-Lill (Nortman) Magi, 
GrDip (comm. studies), is mar- 
ried with a daughter and a son 
and lives in Aloha, Ore. She 
writes, “Oregon has been my 
home since 1980. I haven’t been 
back to Montreal since my grad- 
uation, but would very much 
like to visit again some time. I’d 
like to hear from Barbara Pol- 
lock.” Mai-Lill’s e-mail: 
alaasi@transport.com. 





Vilma Zablah, BA (ECE), 
received an MA in Special Edu- 
cation from McGill in 1982 and 
a Certificate in School Adminis- 
tration from the University of 
Denver in Colorado. She is cur- 
rently on leave from the Denver 
Public Schools. Vilma is married 
with three children and lives in 
Denver. She writes, “I received a 
fine education and experience at 
Concordia.” 


8 Dougal Wm. Clark, BA 
(phil.), received his 
BCL/LLB from McGill in 1986 
and is now Senior Counsel in the 
Law Department of the Bank of 
Montreal in Toronto. He writes, 
“I am happily married to Mar- 
garet Stuart of Dublin via 
Philadelphia. We are doing our 
part to fan the flames of the 
Toronto housing market.” 


15th Reunion 


Sylvain Boulé, GrDip, 
MBA 84, received manage- 
ment degrees from Columbia 
University, the Wharton School 
of Business and Harvard Univer- 
sity. He is now Executive Vice- 
President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Montrusco Associates, 
a portfolio management com- 
pany in Montreal. Sylvain is mar- 
ried with four children and lives 
in Outremont. 


Clarke Bedford, BSc, was 

recently appointed as the 
Combat Officer (third in com- 
mand) of the H.M.C.S. Nipigon, 
the premier anti-submarine war- 
ship in the Canadian Armed 
Forces. He is married to Carolyn 
Connolly, BA (poli. sci.) 85, and 
they have two children, Kyle and 
Shannon, and live in Bedford, 
N.S. Clarke writes, “I would love 
to hear from old friends!” (Con- 
tact the Alumni Office.) 


Bernice H. Gold, BFA, is a chil- 
dren’s writer whose upcoming 
book, My Four Lions, is in publi- 
cation with Annick Press in 
Toronto. She lives in Montreal. 
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Charles G. Grenier, BCom, is 
Sales & Marketing Manager for 
the accounting firm Caron 
Bélanger Ernst & Young in Mon- 
treal. He assists members of the 
firm in finding solutions for 
their integrated client services 
approach. 


Greg Zador, BA (poli. sci.— 
SCPA), is Project Coordinator 
for the Commonwealth of 
Learning in Vancouver. While at 
Concordia Greg was involved 
with CUSA, the Poli Sci Stu- 
dents’ Association and the 
SCPA. He is married to Evelyne 
Guindon and they have three 
children and live in Surrey, B.C. 
Greg’s e-mail: 
GREG_ZADOR@bc.sympatico.ca 
James L. Di Giacomo, 
MBA, in July became 
Group Vice-President, Corporate 
Finance, with ABN AMRO Bank 
in Toronto. He is responsible for 
managing a team of professionals 
delivering financial services (in- 
vestment banking, treasury and 
corporate banking) to natural re- 
source companies (mining and 
forest products) in Canada. 


Wendy Gosnell Long, BCom, is 
an International Account Direc- 
tor for Lowe Howard-Spink, a 
major advertising agency in Lon- 
don, England. She writes, “We 
develop work all over the world, 
which keeps me travelling. | am 
married and living part-time in 
the beautiful city of Bath in the 
southwest of England. I have two 
step-children and one step- 
grandchild. We love to travel 
and take every chance we can to 
visit other European cities. Life 
couldn’t be better. I'd like to 
hear from others based out of 
London or Europe.” Wendy’s e- 
mail: wlong@lhs.co.uk. 


Preston Williams, BCom (acct.), 
is a Systems Analyst for Con- 
sumers Gas in Scarborough, 
Ont. He is married with two 
boys and lives in Ajax. 








8 Marc Chatel, BCSc, re- 
cently began a new posi- 
tion related to computer 
networking in a Swiss financial 
institution in Lausanne, Switzer- 
land. He writes, “I’m still married 
to the same person, still in love, 
and we still have two children.” 


Patricia Lenkov, MBA, is an 
Associate, specializing in tech- 
nology, with Heidrick & Strug- 
gles, an executive search firm in 
New York City. She is married to 
Robert Hetu and lives in New 
York. Patti writes, “I would like 
to hear from MBA alumni living 
in N.Y., particularly the classes 
of 85 and ’86.” Her e-mail: 
PXL@H-S.com. 


W. Les Price, BCom, is a CGA 
and is now International Divi- 
sional Controller for Motorola 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., within 
the Messaging, Information & 
Media Sector. Previously he was 
with NorTel CALA in Florida 
and Ernst & Young (then Clark- 
son Gordon) in Montreal. 


g Oliver Baltuch, BSc (theor. 
physics), is Director of 
Strategic Marketing for Standard 
Microsystems Corporation, a 
semiconductor company in San 
Jose, Calif. He and his wife of 10 
years, Michele, live in Los Altos. 
Oliver writes, “Weekends are spent 
surfing big waves in Santa Cruz.” 


Michael W. Heslop, MBA, has a 
BSc in Biology from McGill and 
was recently appointed Vice- 
President of Business Develop- 
ment for Scriptgen Pharmaceuti- 
cals in Medford, Mass. He had 
previously served as Director of 
Marketing, Anti-Infectives, for 
Glaxco Wellcome, and Director 
of Marketing, Central Nervous 
System, at Burroughs Wellcome. 


Gary Bryce Hicks, BA (early 
childhood ed.), is a teacher at the 
Hastings and Prince Edward 
School District in Bancroft, Ont. 
He lives in Coe Hill. Gary writes, 
“! would like to hear from Leona 
Bryant Senez.” His e-mail: 
ghicks@hcbe.edu.on.ca. 





Michael Morehouse, BA, is 
Director of Operations for the 
Media Express Group in Mon- 
treal. He resides in St. Alexandre, 
Que. His e-mail: m_morehouse 
@media-express.com. 


Marc Simard, PhD (hist.), won 
the 1997-98 Prix de la Ministre a 
lenseignement collégial et dans 
la catégorie des volumes, for his 
book Histoire du XX® siécle — de 
Sarajevo a Sarajevo (Cheneliére- 
McGraw-Hill). Marc has a BA 
and an MA in History from Uni- 
versité Laval and he now teaches 
history at Cégep Francois- 
Xavier-Garneau in Quebec City. 
He is the author of several other 
books, and lives in Ste. Foy. 
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Steven M. Bastiaansen, BA 
(math), is an Analyst for 
Household Pet Protection in 
Denver, Colo. Steven lives in Col- 
orado Springs and writes, “It is 
truly beautiful out here. It must 
be experienced to be believed.” 


Francesco Carbotti, BCom 
(fin.), is a Tax Product Specialist 
for ADP Canada in Toronto. He 
writes, “I am also single and 
looking.” 


Stéphane Léonard, BA (econ.), is 
Senior Manager & Business Con- 
sultant, Finance, at CIBC in 
Montreal. He lives in Longueuil. 
Stéphane writes, “I would like to 
get some news from friends I 
studied with from the classes of 
’87 and ’88.” His e-mail: 
leonarst@ican.net. 


g Valerie Patricia Brewster, 
BA (ling.), is a Customer 
Service Associate for AT&T 
Canada Long Distance Services in 
Toronto, handling residential 
client inquiries. She writes, “I 
have been in Toronto now for 
more than two years, and I still 
do not like it; actually, I hate it! 
Anyone else out there feel the 
same? Definitely not a city for a 
single woman.” Valerie’s e-mail: 
sea_breeze@email.msn.com. 
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NOTICE 


Alumni Recognition 
Awards Program 


Call for Nominations 
Deadline: November 6, 1998. 


All graduates and members of the University community are invited 
to nominate candidates for the Alumni Recognition Awards, spon- 
sored by the Concordia University Alumni Association. 


The Alumni Recognition Awards Program, now in its eighth year, 
was conceived to honour the valuable contributions of Alumni, stu- 
dents, friends and teaching staff of Concordia and its founding in- 
stitutions. Awards recipients will be honoured at a special banquet 
January 21, 1999. 


The awards are: 


Humberto Santos Award of Merit 

The most prestigious award is to an alumnus/a who has made a life- 
time contribution of exceptional leadership and service to the Asso- 
ciation, University and community. 


Distinguished Service Award 
Awarded to an alumnus/a who has demonstrated a long-term com- 
mitment of outstanding service to the Association and University. 


Honorary Life Membership 

Awarded to a non-graduate who has demonstrated a 

long-term commitment of outstanding service to the Association 
and University. 


Outstanding Student Award 
Awarded to a student who has demonstrated leadership qualities 
while contributing to student life. 


Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Awarded to a member of Concordia’s teaching staff who shows su- 
perior knowledge, teaching ability and accessibility to students. 


To obtain nomination forms, contact: 

Gabrielle Korn, Assistant Director, Alumni Affairs 

Concordia University, 1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W., BC-101 
Montreal, Que., H3G 1M8. Tel: (514) 848-3817; 

fax: (514) 848-2826; e-mail: gkorn@coral.concordia.ca 
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Rochelle (Bruneau) Douris, BFA 
(theatre), is completing an MFA 
at the University of Florida in 
Gainesville. She is married with 
two children. Rochelle writes, “I 
would like to get in touch with 
other Theatre grads from 1987, 
88, 89 and ’90, specifically Leni 
Parker, Sue-Anne Morrow, 
Matthew Mabe and Larry 
Copeland.” Her e-mail: 
douris@ufl.edu. 


Lori R. Simon, BA (psych.), 
graduated from law school in 
1996 and is now an Associate 
with the law firm of Long & 
Williamson in Santa Ana, Calif. 
Lori lives in Cypress. 


g Tanya Durr, BA (Eng.), is 

a Corporate Finance Re- 
searcher for KPMG in Toronto. 
She writes, “Hello to all Alpha 
City Sorority sisters and fellow 
frat friends from °87-’90.” 


9 Jo-Anne Goyer Brooks, BA 
(Eng. & hist.), is pursuing a 
Diploma in Applied Linguistics 
and has a TESL Certificate, both 
from the University of Victoria. 
She is a teacher and private tutor 
of ESL, and also has a short story 
and novel in progress. Jo-Anne is 
married to Michael Young, a pro- 
fessor of criminology & sociology, 
and they have one daughter, 
Katharine, and live in Victoria. 


Robert Lindblad, BA, is Presi- 
dent of Child Search, a Montre- 
al-based, free 24-hour service for 
parents of missing children. 
Child Search’s phone/fax is (514) 
362-1568; e-mail: 
robert.lindblad@ibm.net. 


Grant R. Penton, BA (soc. & 
anthro.), is a Clinical Therapist 
at Centrepointe Medical Consul- 
tants in Nepean, Ont. While at 
Concordia he was involved with 
QPIRG, CARA, the Centre for 
Developing Area Studies (at 
McGill) and associated activities. 
Grant is married and lives in 
Nepean. 


Ian St. Maurice, BCom (int'l. 
bus.), attended business school 
at Vanderbilt University in 
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Nashville, Tenn., and worked in 
Connecticut, Missouri and 
Maryland. He now lives in Sin- 
gapore and has started his own 
marketing and sales data analysis 
consulting company, Northern 
Star Consulting. His e-mail: 
iastma@pacific.net.sg. 


Sophia Lorraine Titer, BA, 
BAdm 95, is with the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme in Oslo, Norway, work- 
ing on projects for Africa and the 
West Bank. She moved to Nor- 
way two years ago after marrying 
@yvind Larsen, a Civil Engineer 
whom she met while he was an 
international student at McGill. 
Sophia writes, “I would like to 
hear from the Delta Phi Epsilon 
Class of °92-’93.” Her e-mail: 
|_titer@hotmail.com. 


9 Richard Cure, BA, is the 
owner of Accurate Inves- 
tigative Services in Coxsackie, 
N.Y. He writes, “I attended Loy- 
ola from 1970 to 1972 and left 
school to work — I finished my 
degree requirements and finally 
graduated 20 years later. I’m mar- 
ried to Ann Malloch, who worked 
at Hingston Hall, and we have 
two children. Since I attended 
college in 1972, I would like to 
hear from some fellow students 
from that time: Hillary and Bar- 
bara Horan, Lee Rothbladt, Mark 
Karbowski and several others.” 
Richard’s e-mail: 
ACURE8@aol.com. 


Meherdad Fotovat, BEng, began 
part-time MBA studies at Univer- 
sity of Ottawa in 1997. He joined 
Spar Aerospace in Ottawa two 
years ago, working mainly with 
Hughes Aircraft (Space & Com- 
munication Division). “That's 
why people call me the ‘Hughes 
Man’ around here,” Meherdad 
writes. “My biggest hobby is to 
visit Montreal on the weekends — 
where else can you find so many 
good restaurants and cheap cloth- 
ing? I also read, bike (Ottawa has 
the longest and most beautiful 
bike-path along the Rideau/Mis- 





sissippi River in Canada), and 
play soccer and chess.” 


5th Reunion 


Nadia Callocchia, BCom 
(mgmt. & mktg.), is a 


Product Manager (softTV) for 
InGenius Engineering Multime- 
dia, a telecommunications/soft- 
ware/hardware company in 
Ottawa. She has been married for 
two years and moved to Ottawa 
in November 1997. 


David Day, BA (soc. & anthro.), 
is attending Southeastern College 
in Lakeland, Fla. He is married. 


Shari Lynne Hatt, BFA (photog. 
& cinema), is one of the 25 lau- 
reates of the 1998 Celanese 
Canada International Fellow- 
ships, worth $10,000. She will 
pursue an MFA in Photography 
at the University of Nevada at 
Las Vegas. 


Stephen Kull, B.A (geog.), grad- 
uated from the University of 
New Brunswick with a BSc in 
Forestry & Environmental Man- 
agement in May 1997. He is now 
a Consulting Forester for the 
Landowner Resource Centre, 
serving Eastern Ontario, in Man- 
otick, Ont. Stephen lives in 
Ottawa. 


Tamsyn (Goodwin) McLean, 
BSc (exer. sci.), is married and 
lives in Thunder Bay, Ont. She 
writes, “I would like to hear 
from Marie Claude Gagnon.” 
Tamsyn’s e-mail: 
mcleant@air.on.ca. 


Sébastien St. Francois, BA (Sp. 
trans.), runs his own translation 
company and works as a Pro- 
duction Manager for Services 
d’édition Guy Connolly, a Mon- 
treal-based firm specializing in 
translation and editing services. 


Eric Saumure, MA (econ.), is an 
Associate — Foreign Exchange, 
for Scotia Capital Markets in 
Montreal. He lives in 
Boucherville. Eric writes, “Play- 
ing rugby trained me well for 
those happy hours across the 
street, but it didn’t do the job to 
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help me raise my two kids. 
Cheers, everyone!” 


Ross A. Smith, BA (hist), is 
International Sales Manager at 
SemiXchange in Rockland, Mass. 
He played varsity soccer for the 
Stingers in 1990 and 1991 and 
was involved with Lambda Chi 
Alpha, a joint McGill and Con- 
cordia fraternity. Ross lives in 
Rockland, and writes, “I'd like to 
hear from Christopher Hal- 
stead.” Ross’s e-mail: 
ross@semiXchange.com. 


Sandra Dametto, BA 

(comm. studies), is pursu- 
ing an MA in Communications 
Studies at Concordia. She is one 
of the 25 laureates of the 1998 
Celanese Canada International 
Fellowships, worth $10,000. San- 
dra will study the social and his- 
torical context of documentary 
television production in the U.K. 
through an eight-month study 
and research program, in part at 
Nottingham Trent University. 


John Graham, BFA, is pursuing an 
MFA in Printmaking at the Uni- 
versity of Oregon in Eugene on a 
Graduate Student Fellowship. 


Tanja Rosteck, BA (soc.), is an 
IT Support Analyst for Canac 
International in Montreal. She 
writes, “After spending the last 
four years in Toronto, I’m happy 
to have finally moved back to 
Montreal. Sorry to see that the 
Langley Residence has shut 
down — I'd love to hear from 
any fellow rez’niks who were 
there in 1990-91.” Her e-mail: 
tsr@mlink.net. 


9 Christine Chantegreil, BA 
(econ.), recently became 
the Branch Administrator for the 
brokerage Midland Walwyn Cap- 
ital in Vancouver. Her e-mail: 
christine.chantegreil@midwal.ca. 


Ted Pierni, BCom, is Franchise 
Operations Manager for Days 
Inns — Canada, in Toronto He 
writes, “I recently obtained a 
Certified Hotel Administrator 
(CHA) designation from the 
Educational Institute of the 


American Hotel and Motel Asso- 
ciation, the lodging industry’s 
most prestigious professional 
designation.” 


9 Christopher Andrews, BSc 

(bio.), is an Implementa- 
tion Specialist for ClinTrials 
BioResearch in Senneville, Que. 
He lives in Montreal. Christopher 
was President of the 37th Garnet 
Key Society (1994-95) and Vice- 
President, Social, of the Concor- 
dia University Biology Students’ 
Association (1994). 


Julia Mary Dover, BA (comm. 
studies & rel. studies), is study- 
ing European Literature in a 
one-year master’s program at 
Cambridge University, U.K. She 
is one of the 25 laureates of the 
1998 Celanese Canada Interna- 
tional Fellowships, worth 
$10,000. Julia will pursue a post- 
graduate course in film direction 
at the National Film School in 
London. 


a) Martin Harley Bagshaw, 

BEng (mech.), is a Compo- 
nent Coding Engineer for North- 
ern Telecom in Nepean, Ont. 


Wendy Furtenbacher, BFA (art 
history), lives in Vancouver. She 
writes, “I’m still single, no kids. | 
would love to hear from any of 
my old friends and classmates 
from Montreal and any alumni 
out here in Vancouver.” 
Wendy’s e-mail: 
furtenbacher@hotmail.com. 


Andrea Lee, BCom, was recently 
appointed Manager, Accounting, 
for Viewer’s Choice, the pay-per- 
view television service in New 
York City. She had previously 
supervised the intercompany 
accounting operation for 
Sotheby’s in New York. Andrea 
lives in Englewood, N.J. 


Emily Shum, BA (stats), lives in 
Kwai Chung, Hong Kong. She 
writes, “I'd like to hear from 
anyone who remembers me.” 
Emily’s e-mail: 
eshum@hk.indocarrsec.com. 
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The following alumni received honorary doctorates 
from Concordia at the June 1998 convocation. 


FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE 


David Jay Bercuson, S BA 66, is a Profes- 
sor of History and Director of the Strategic 
Studies Program 
at the University 
of Calgary, where 
he’s been since 
1970. He served 
as the Dean of 
Graduate Studies 
from 1989 to 
1996. David has 
written, co-writ- 
ten or edited 
more than 30 aca- 
demic and popu- 
lar books and is 
the author of several scholarly articles on 
subjects ranging from industrial relations 
to foreign policy, Canada’s wartime expe- 
riences and battles, and settling the West. 


FACULTY OF COMMERCE 
AND ADMINISTRATION 


Dominic D’Alessandro, L BSc (physics & 
math) 67, is President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Man- 
ulife Financial, a 
position he’s held 
since 1994. He 
was a Governor of 
Concordia’s Board 
from 1990 to 1995 
and served as 
general chair of 
the Annual Giving 
campaign 
between 1990 
and 1992. 
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John N. Economides, S BCom 41, spent 
all of his professional life at Imperial 
Tobacco and 
Imasco Limit- 
ed. Now 
retired, John 
was invested 
as a member 
of the Order of 
Canada in Feb- 
ruary 1997. He 
has been a 
member of 
Concordia’s 
Board of Gov- 
ernors since 
1987 and in 
1995 was des- 
ignated Gover- 
nor Emeritus. 
He is a director 
of the Association of Alumni Sir George 
Williams. 





William Shue Lam Yip, S BA 67, is the 
founder and major shareholder of Canada 
Land Ltd., a leading 
real estate develop- 
er in Hong Kong. 
From 1978 to 1984, 
William was Presi- 
dent of the Canadi- 
an University Associ- 
ation in Hong Kong, 
and he is the newly 
elected President of 
the Canadian Cham- 
ber of Commerce in 
Hong Kong. 
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hirty years ago, when I was 

studying English at a small col- 

lege in southwestern Ohio, | 

started photographing the resi- 

dents of a nearby town that 

seemed bent on obliterating it- 
self. The town, Springfield, was one of the 
first to support the development of a vast 
shopping mall on its municipal borders. 
The mall weakened the downtown econ- 
omy; the vaulted, 19th century train sta- 
tion was razed, the teeming public 
marketplace that smelled of freshly 
butchered meat was closed, and scores of 
small businesses and apartments whose 
collective life made Springfield a city were 
demolished. 

My explorations were beyond the pale 
of downtown, though. On West Main 
Street, for instance, | photographed people 
in a store that specialized in mojos and 
other voodoo paraphernalia. It sat beside a 
tannery overseen from the apex of its roof 
by the lacquered and very tattered head of 
a long-horned bull. 

[ returned to Ohio this summer, as I do 
most, to continue my photographic pro- 
ject, crossing New York and Pennsylvania 
to Cleveland, then falling straight south to- 
ward the Kentucky border and Springfield. 
One morning when the temperature had 
already passed 35° C, I began a day of street 
photography by looking for Ray Poe and 
his nomadic family, people I had met last 
year. They make do between welfare pay- 
ments by selling their blood at a clinic with 
cardboard signs in its bug-spotted win- 
dows. I was also searching for a nurse 
named Sharon, who sold outdated Mexi- 
can pharmaceuticals at a junk shop. As | 
crisscrossed Main — stopping to visit ac- 
quaintances at Evelyn’s Used Furniture, 
trying to find a way into the abandoned 
Springfield Metallic Casket Company 
building, appreciating the shrine to Elvis at 
the Country Bumpkin restaurant — I met 
people who knew of both Sharon and Ray 
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Two members of Ray Poe’s nomadic 
family, photographed by Terenc® Byres. 


Poe, but couldn’t help me find them. 

I photographed half a dozen strangers 
in their homes and on the street, and ac- 
cepted their hospitality. The people on 
Main Street are white Appalachians and 
local blacks, living side by side without 
much friction, and many in racially mixed 
families. Their acceptance of me as a curi- 
Ous visitor was probably made easier by 
my Canadian accent, although for many 
of them “Canada” is just a word — never 
a destination. 

Some of the people I met were working 
poor, like Terri, who expressed her inter- 
est in Native Americans by decorating her 
sweltering shoebox apartment with feath- 
ers, dream-catchers and plaster busts of 
Indian chiefs while her husband searched 
for broken air conditioners to repair. Oth- 
ers were far outside any influence the so- 
cial service system might have exerted on 
their lives — like the man with AIDS 
whose skin was spotted with Kaposi’s sar- 
coma and who wandered from room to 
room in a doorless tumble-down house 
guarded by a sign that warned “Tres- 
passers Will Be Shot. Survivors Will Be 
Killed.” 

The visible activity on Main Street 
ceased where Springfield’s new city hall — 
a modernist invasion of concrete, glass 
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Terence Byrnes 


and dry fountains which occupies the site 
of the levelled old downtown core — con- 
tinues to exert its baleful influence on the 
very notion of “city.” Life started to open 
up again around Kinsler’s Café, blocks 
west, near the long-gone voodoo shop. 
Outside Kinsler’s, I asked fruitlessly about 
Ray Poe again. Sharon, the nurse, was an- 
other matter. “I know her. She’s dead,” 
my informant told me while her five shoe- 
less children ran inside a frame house to 
change their clothes for the photographs | 
was taking. Sharon’s husband had doused 
her in gasoline and set her on fire while 
she lay in bed. 

As I was trying to absorb this, a shirtless, 
tattooed man with wire-rimmed glasses 
beckoned from across the street. He was 
throwing junk metal into the bed of a lop- 
sided pickup truck. His wife — a short 
black woman (he was white) with an ex- 
tremely sweet voice and manner — helped 
him bend the tarnished shafts of old floor 
lamps. The scrap collector’s beeper sud- 
denly went off and he pulled it from a 
deep, greasy pocket and handed it to his 
wife so she could read it to him. He 
grinned at me, showing teeth frighteningly 
broken off at the dark gum line, and said, 
“I forgot all my numbers and letters.” 

The scrap collector offered me a ride 
back downtown and I accepted. The heat 
was brutal and I was exhausted. As we ap- 
proached city hall, he jerked his thumb to- 
ward the tangle of metal in the back of his 
lurching truck and nodded toward his 
wife, who was toting up the day’s take. 
“You wouldn’t figure it,” he said proudly, 
his sweeping arm taking in the city hall, 
the Arms of Love Bingo, the marginal but 
self-sufficient lives on Main, “but we're set 
up to make us some money.” © 


Terence Byrnes, MA (English) 81, is chair of 
the Department of English and teaches cre- 
ative writing at Concordia, and is the assoct- 
ate editor of Matrix magazine. 
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just pennies a day. 


If you're like most Canadians, you havent given 
enough thought to really protecting what matters 
fo you, so your Concordia University Alumni 
Association wants you to Rnow about some 


invaluable protection you can easily afford... 


Think about it - insurance is more than just money. 
It's groceries, clothes, rent or mortgage and everything else 
your loved ones may depend on you to provide. It’s also the 
satisfaction of knowing you won't leave your debts behind. 


Thats why your Concordia University Alumni 
Association negotiated this Alumni Insurance Plan. It offers you 
solid value at rates economical enough that you can afford all 
the coverage you need for your peace of mind. 

The Plan is backed by Manulife Financial, one of Canada’s 
most respected life insurers. The Concordia University Alumni 
Association negotiates the low rates, and ensures that the Plan 
provides you with a wide range of important features you 
won't easily find elsewhere. 

Don't miss out on this opportunity to take full 
advantage of your Concordia University Alumni status. Imagine 
the satisfaction that will come with having superior protection 
at a down-to-earth price. Find out about our valuable and 
affordable Term Life, Major Accident Protection and Income 
Protection coverage designed for Concordia University 
Alumni. 





Call Manulife Financial 
toll-free for free details and an easy application: Concordia 
University 
Alumni 
Association 





Manulife 
Financial 





The Manutacturers Life Insurance Company 
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$20 a month 


100 minutes any time 


$30 a month 


unlimited weekends 


+100 minutes any time 


e business plans with more included minutes 
also available 


¢ no contract to sign 

¢ no activation fees 

e one-second billing 

¢ voice mail & caller ID included 

¢ 30-day satisfaction guarantee on the phone 


¢ free local calls on your birthday 





Announcing the Concordia/ 
Clearnet PCS Program 


e Free leather case with the purchase of a 


Clearnet PCS phone (retail value of $29.95), 


To order call 1-888-777-3330. Montreal residents 
call 514-848-3819. Please have your Visa or 
MasterCard ready and quote your degree, year 


of graduation and this special Concordia code “CON13.” 


Or take this ad to the Concordia Bookstore at 
1400 de Maisonneuve Bivd. West. 
The future is friendly. 
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